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PREFACE. 



In order to explain the division and arrangement 
of this little work, it may be proper to observe 
that it consisted originally of a few letters ad- 
dressed to private friends. From these the 
Author selected and arranged the first part 
with a view to publication. It was, however, 
'suggested, that the arguments contained in 
that part lost much of their force by being 
depiived of the illustration afforded by the 
narrative ; and accordingly that also was pre- 
pared for publication as the second part of the 
work. The little volume thus formed, is pre- 
sented to those persons who either doubt, or 
wholly disbelieve, the sacred contents of the 
Bible. May the Spirit of Truth graciously 
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condescend to use it as the means of convincing 
some of those whom he has ordained to eternal 
life ; of making them know the certainty of the 
Word of Trtith ; and of calling them out of 
darkness into his marvellous light. 
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THE TEST OF TRUTH. 



PART L 



LUKE xi. 9. 

ASK, AND IT SHALL BK GIYBN YOU. 

I AM not ignorant of the disadvantage under 
which I labour, in addressing a class of readers 
who despise the Bible, with a quotation from 
the Bible. Such a commencement carries with 
it an air both of unfairness and inconsistency. 
It looks like an attempt to assume the point in 
dispute, and to argiie from a source which we 
have not yet proved to be genuine. Let me 
hasten to dispel a suspicion so unfavourable to 
a candid reception of the observations I am 
about to offer. Rational and philosophising 
sceptics, in presenting you with the above text 
of Scripture, I do not ask you to receive it as 
the word of Grod ; but only to bestow upon it 
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2 THE TEST OF TRUTH. 

a little of that patient and courteous attention 
which the word of one of your fellow-men might 
claim from you. You cannot, in j ustice to your 
own professions of candour and equity, refuse 
compliance with so reasonable a demand. 

Without further apology, I submit one of 
the sayings of Jesus Christ to your attentive 
consideration. I am far from any intention 
of pressing you with its divine authority, or 
insisting on a blind obedience. Upon its own 
merits let it stand or fall. 

My object in thus briefly addressing you, is 
not to convince, but to direct you to a method 
by which you may convince yourselves. With 
this design I shall take nothing for granted but 
what you will be i'eadily disposed to concede; 
I will suppose that it is yet a matter of doubt 
whether the Scriptures are the genuine and 
lively oracles of God, or the sordid, lying 
invention of man. Take, if you please, a still 
further advantage. Assume that appearances 
are strongly tigaxnst their divine origin : that 
the external evidences of Christianity are insuffi* 
cient — her itttemal proof unsatis&ctory — her 
professors few and inconsistent — her opponents 
respectable both in number and talents — the 
objections ' against her weighty and plausible — 
and all the ai^uments in her favour weak and 
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incoDclusiye. I will farther suppose that you 
are in earnest when you assert that truth alone 
is the object of your search, and that you are 
ready to embrace her wherever you find her. 
I say, I will suppose that you are in earnest. 
And truly I should offer an affront to your 
understandings both as men and philosophers, 
were I to imagine you capable of viewing the 
subject in any other than a serious light. 

If then you refuse to believe the Bible, it 
must be because you can find no means of 
proving it to be true. It cannot be because 
you love to continue in darkness, in perplexity, 
in unbelief. Let me put the case that some 
in&Uible criterion were proposed to you ;— some 
method of ascertaining by your own personal 
experience, the truth or falsehood of the Bible. 
May it not be inferred that you would be eager 
to put it fairly to the test, and willing to abide 
by the result of your experiment ? 

Such a criterion I am about to propose to 
you. . It is so simple that a child may compre- 
hend, so just that a philosopher may approve, 
and so forcible, that none who have fairly tried, 
have ever been found able to withstand it. Such 
is the saying of Jesus Christ, to which I now 
invite your attention— <^ Ask, and it shall be 
given you." 

B 2 



4 THE TEST OF TRUTH. 

Who Jesus Christ was, or what degree of 
deference is due to his won!, it s«J n^^ my 
present purpose to inquire. 1 sda i ^ 
Myself with pn>ving to you, that the .^^^^^l 
now under consideration contains nothing i" 
itself absurd or improbable. And havmg 
established this necessary point, I shall propose 
it to you as the touchstone of truth. 1 a 
fully aware of the proud self-sufficiency with 
which unconverted men expect the niightiest 
truths to be brought down to the level ot 
human reason. It shall therefore be ^V ^^^^ 
in the few simple propositions which I shall lay 
before you, to introduce nothing which can too 
severely tax your belief or your understanding. 

You are, I hope, willing to allow, that thw 
universal frame is the work of some Divine un- 
created Intelligence. You are not yet so 
thoroughly debased in heart and intellect, as 
to be able to look round on the wonders of 
creation, without perceiving in them all manifest 
tokens of creating power. But I am prepared 
to make every allowance for the strength of your 
incredulity, or the dulness of your comprehen- 
sion. If therefore, I appear to you to have 
asked too much, I will be yet more moderate 
in my demands. It is enough for my argument 
if you admit that the existence of God, if not 
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certain, is at least probable, or if not probable, 
that it is at least possible. The various instances 
of deep design and exquisite contrivance which 
force themselves upon your notice on every side, 
will not suffer you to deny the possible existence 
of some great Designer and Contriver. Whether, 
you look upwards at the innumerable starry 
host, or downwards upon the insect that crawls 
beneath your feet ; around you, on the beaute^ 
ous furniture of the universe ; or within, upon 
the little world of thought and feeling that is 
stirring in your own bosom ; — whichever way 
you look, whichever way you turn, you are 
met by something which compels you to ac- 
knowledge that the existence of God is no 
absurd or improbable hypothesis. Even that 
man who wrote atheist under his name, was not, 
I am persuaded, an atheist when alone. There 
is no such thing as an atheist in solitude. You 
may boast that you are one in the convivial 
circle ; but you cannot support the character 
in your closet. There God will find you out* 
There the unwelcome reality of his presence will 
confound you. And not only so — but even in 
the height of social mirth, when surrounded by 
friends who sympathise and admire, you dare 
to make merry with the name and being of 
God : — even then, a secret horror, a sad fore- 
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boding conviction will sometimes shiver through 
your frame, and you will feel in every pore 
that GOD IS9 and that vain are your puny 
efforts to annihilate Him. I appeal to the 
stoutest heart among you, whether I speak 
truth. You cannot quite divest yourself of the 
conviction — you know you cannot. God has 
not left himself without witness, even in your 
heart. There is a point at which incredulity 
itself must make a stand ; and that point is the 
existence of God. 

I take it then for granted, that some of you 
will admit the existence of Almighty God to 
be undeniably certain : many will own that it 
is probable : and all will allow that it is 
possible. 

Neither will you be so hardy as to deny, 
that, if there be a God^ the highest happiness 
of his creatures must consist in knowing, and 
their highest duty in loving him. The Maker 
of every grand and lovely object must be 
infinitely grand and lovely : and if to know 
his works be good, to know Himself must 
be better than all. But if he be our Maker, 
if in him we live, and move, and have our 
bdng, then surely it must be our most urgent 
concern to know One with whom we have so 
much to do. If he be our Maker, do we 
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owe him no service? If our Benefactor, do 
we owe him no thanks? If he be our Father, 
must we not love him ? If our Master, must 
we not fear him ? But how can we render 
service or thanks, love or praise, to an un- 
known Being ? We may indeed view him 
with a servile dread, for nature itself teaches 
us to shrink from that which we do not know. 
But we cannot s^ve God, till we know what 
he requires of us. We cannot thank him, 
till we know what he has done for us. We 
cannot love God, till we are acquainted with 
his thoughts and purposes towards us. Love^ 
such as deserves the name, implies knowledge 
— communion — tried excellence — unlimited con- 
fidence. Those dark, shadowy, undefined no- 
tions which the deist entertains of God, may 
cause a slight thrill of admiration, a tran- 
sient glow of thankfulness to pass across his 
bosom ; but they will produce no real, sub- 
stantial, enduring sentiment : — they will never 
make him love. To know God must then be 
our highest happiness, whether we consider 
his intrinsic excellence, or the relation in 
which we stand to him as his creatures. And 
as the Maker cannot but be infinitely greater 
than any of the things he has made ; so the 
knowledge of God cannot but be infinitely 
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more desirable than the knowledge of his 
works. 

It is a self-evident proposition, that what 
is worth having, is worth seeking. If then 
the knowledge of God be so well worth hav- 
ing, it must be proportionably worth seeking. 
No pains can possibly be too great to be- 
stow on the attainment of such an object* 
I am not now speaking of the existence of 
God as undeniably established. I affirm, that 
the bare possibility that a Being so glorious 
and beautiful exists, makes it worth our while 
to leave the contemplation of every other 
glory and every other beauty, till we have 
either discovered this great original of all that 
is beautiful and glorious, or can give satis- 
factory proof that no such original exists. 
The bare possibility that there is a Being 
who stands related to us as our Creator and 
Father, renders it an act of parricide, if I 
may so express myself, not to inquire after 
him, that we may fulfil the duties which 
those relations imply. 

Admit then that God is worth knowing; 
and you must also admit the inevitable con- 
sequence that God is worth seeking. Indeed 
it would seem superfluous to dwell on either 
of these propositions, were it not that in our 
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own little comer of God's universe, filled 
with a set of Grod's creatures, who style 
themselves reasonable beings, there are yet 
many who can find time to amass stores 
of human learning, time to perfect them- 
selves in all the wisdom of this world; but 
no time or inclination to ask, where is God 
my Maker, who teacheth me more than the 
beasts of the earth, and maketh me wiser 
than the fowls of heaven ? However, let your 
actions be what they may ; I do suppose 
your understandings will hardly refuse their 
assent to the proposition that the knowledge 
of God, if we could attain 'to it, would 
amply repay us for any labour we might 
endure in the attainment. 

Neither will you be disposed to contra- 
dict my next assertion, that whoever this 
glorious B^mg may be, the world is in a 
state of great ignorance and confusion re- 
specting his nature and attributes, and the 
kind of duty and worship that is due to 
him from his creatures. A single glance at 
the various and absurd religions of mankind 
may suffice to convince us, that God is not 
universally, nor even generally, known upon the 
earth. Out of so many different gods, only 
on§ can be the true God. Out of so many 
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different religions, only one can be the right 
religion. Perhaps you will say, all are equally 
wrong. Such an opinion does but add to 
the force of my proposition. Whoever God 
is, it must be alike obvious both to Chris- 
tians and Infidels, that the world in general 
knows very little about him. 

If you agree with me in what I have said : 
-—if you admit that God is worth knowing- ; 
and that he is worth seeking; in an infinitely 
higher degree than anything else is worth 
knowing or seeking ; and if you also per- 
ceive that mankind are in a state of ignorance 
concerning him :-— you will deeply feel the 
importance of the inquiry I am about to 
propose. How, amidst this variety of con- 
flicting opinions, shall I find out that which 
is right ? Or, if all are in error, where shall 
the truth be sought? What possible means 
can I take to become acquainted with God 
my Maker ? 

Does reason^ does common sense, suggest 
no answer to this inquiry ? Do they not 
say, apply for information to the only being 
who is likely to give it. you f In plain terms: 
none can know God so well as he knows 
himself. Therefore ask God, 

This method appears so obvious, so direct 
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and natural, that it is difficult to conceive 
how any one can object to it, or hope to 
propose a better. Yet it is this very method 
which infidels will neither themselves seriously 
try, nor permit others to try, if they can 
help it. Let a man address himself in good 
earnest to prayer, and they will immediately 
set him down for a person of a weak and 
shallow understanding, a mere superstitious 
driveller. Or, if he be known to ]!>osse88 a 
powerful and commanding intellect, then they 
will lament with a sigh of benevolent regret, 
that so great a man should be deformed 
by so great a weakness. But if the pray- 
ing person should carry his extravagance to 
8uch a height as to persuade himself that 
God hears him when he prays, and gives 
him what he asks for ; — by what name will 
they designate such infatuation ? They waver 
betwen the terms hypocrite and madman ; or, 
perhaps, suspect that a combination bf these 
characters was needful to conduct a man to 
such a climax of absurdity. And all this 
contempt is excited, because a reasonable 
being, actuated by a reasonable desire to 
know the Author of his being, and by a 
reasonable persuasion that none can teach 
him what he wants to know so well as that 
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Author, avoids every indirect and circuitous 
method of obtaining the desired information,, 
and applies at once to God for the know* 
ledge of God. 

Why should it seem so unaccountable to 
pray to God ? Why so absurd to expect 
an answer to our prayers ? I could let you. 
into the secret 4;ause of that mingled pity and 
disgust with which you regard those who 
pray. But for the present I forbear. My 
object is to prove to you that their conduct 
is not quite so absurd as you imagine. To 
apply to God .himself for the knowledge of 
God» is a mode of proceeding perfectly just 
and rational. It is so, whether you regard the 
existence of God as certain, or merely admit 
it as possible. 

For, in the first place, if there be a God, 
he must be in full possession of the informa-^ 
tion you require. He cannot but know Him' 
self. He cannot but know Himself better 
than any other being knows Him. He, there- 
fore, who desires to know anything about 
God, and would apply to one most thoroughly 
informed on the subject, must apply to Crod.' 
This is inquiring at head-quarters. All 
other plans, in comparison with this, appear 
indirect, far-fetched, and unnatural. 
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2. It is, also, reasonable to suppose, that 
if there be a God, He must he capable of 
hearing' M that his creatures say to him. 
Whether they address him with their lips, 
or only in the secret of their hearts, they 
cannot be addressing an unconscious God. 
A God, and yet unconscious ! The thing 
is impossible. He who made the ear, shall 
he not hear ? He who formed the heart, 
shall he not know what is passing there? 
If we speak to God, the probability of his- 
hearing us is the same with the probability 
of his existing at all. On the other hand, 
the argument, if you can find one, which 
shall prove God to be unconscious of anything 
that we say or think, will at once set aside 
the being of God altogether. There is no 
God : — or, God knows all that is in my heart. 
One of these two propositions must be true. 
However degraded and unworthy notions 
you may entertain of the Supreme Being, 
you cannot, in these enlightened ages, imagine 
him to be ignorant of what is going on in 
a world of his own making. Should you, 
at any time, feel disposed to address him, 
you will not surely be deterred by the 
fear that he may be on a journey, and so 
oat of the reach of your voice ; or asleep. 
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and therefore unable to listea ; or perplexed 
and encumbered with such a multiplicity of 
affairs, that he will be too busy to attend. 
Despised Christianity has taught men to 
discard these idle notions. If, then, theret be 
any . absurdity in praying to God, it cer- 
tainly cannot arise out of the circumstance 
of God's being incapable of hearing. 
, 3. It is sufficiently evident, that if God 
be abie to hear our petitions, he is also abie 
to grant them, if he please. H« who made 
our understandings at tirst, must be capable 
of illuminating them. He who gave us such 
capacities for knowing him, must be able to 
satisfy and fill up those capacities. We have 
already admitted that he must be fully pos- 
sessed of the information we require. What 
should hinder him from conveying that in- 
formation to us, if such should be his will ? 
Do you say that our minds are incapable 
af .being informed on so difficult a subject i 
You have no means of proving such an asserr 
tion. If you had». it would be no way to 
the purpose, unless you could also prove 
that God cannot render them capable. Does 
it comport, even with your own ideas of th^ 
Deity, to aflirm that he has expended the 
whole of his creative power upon the mind 
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of man, so that he really can do nothing 
more to improve or enlarge it ? But, as 
rational creatures, we must be capable of 
knowing our Creator ; and God, as our 
Creator, must be able to conyey to our minds 
the knowledge of Himself. 

4. Again, we have every reason to believe, 
that as God is cLble^ so he is wilUug to grant 
our petitions. You will, perhaps, tell me 
that it is presumptuous to imagine that a 
Being of such transcendant greatness should 
stoop from his high majesty to meddle with 
the paltry concerns of men. Now, I con- 
cave, that since it was not inconsistent with 
the dignity of God to make us at first, we 
are warranted to conclude that it will by 
no means derogate from his greatness to 
care about us when we are made* It argues 
a kind of puerile inconsistency, rather than 
of God-like majesty, to make man, and then 
throw him aside without further thought 
of what happens to him* But this objec- 
tion takes its rise from the narrowness of your 
own understanding* Because you cannot 
attend to a great, many things at a time» 
you think God cannot. Do not let com- 
parisons of this nature mislead you. Be 
assured that God's powers of attention can- 
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not, with any propriety, be measured by 
your*s. His mind can neither be oppressed 
by a variety, nor encumbered by a miilti- 
plicity of objects. Witness this universe 
wjiich he has created. Nor is his greatness 
of so fragile and perishable a nature, that 
it can receive any injury by stooping to the 
lowest or meanest object. The little digni- 
taries of the earth may fear to attend to 
little things, lest they should appear inca- 
pable of what is great, or should really 
neglect it ; for they cannot attend to the 
one without neglecting the other. It is not 
so with God. Do you say that he will not 
stoop to mind little things ? Look around 
you. Behold what minute attention he has 
bestowed upon thousands of objects, which 
to us appear small and insignificant ! See 
how curiously he has painted the wings 
of the butterfly ! How softly he has pen- 
cilled the cups of the snow-^rop ! Let the 
little daisy, which you carelessly tread under 
foot, declare who shaped its many leaflets* 
tipped them with crimson, and placed in the 
midst a circle of gold. Which of the 
birds has God forgotten to feed ? Which 
of the insects, that dance in the sun-beam, 
has he left unfinished for want of time, or 
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because they were so little? How has he 
descended from his majesty to give lessons 
of wisdom to the little ant and the bee ! In 
the whole kingdom of nature, we cannot 
perceive one instance of hasty inattention, or 
of supercilious dignity. God has forgotten 
nothing. He has despised nothing. Why, 
in the name of reason and common sense, 
should he forget or despise us? Why should 
the prayers of his rational creatures- alone 
escape his notice ? Why should their souls 
be too insignificant to attract his benevolent 
attention ? Besides, what should induce yoii 
to suppose, that a soul is a small or value- 
less thing in the sight of God ? Think you 
that he has laid out so much wisdom upon 
making and informing a thing of little worth f 
He has made us capable of knowing him. 
This marks our value in his sight. No- 
thing that is capable of knowing God, can 
be very little. And it aifords us a suffi- 
cient intimation, that if we ask God for 
the knowledge of which he has made us 
capable, he will be willing to give it to us. 
We cannot be accused of offering an un- 
reasonable petition, when we desire only to 
know Him who made us ; for without this 
knowledge, we might just as well have been 
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made in all respects like the irrational crea- 
tures. 

5. But not only are we justified in sup- 
posing that Grod is willing to teach us ; 
we have also * every reason to infer that he 
is more willing to instruct those who pray, 
than those who do not pray to him ; to 
bestow his gifts upon those who appear 
desirous of obtaining them, rather than upon 
those who set on them no value whatever. 
For a creature not to seek the knowledge 
of his Creator, is a neglect which bespeaks 
him to be sunk in the most besotted stupi- 
dity, and the vilest ingratitude. To revel 
in the gifts, and forget the giver, or to 
remember him with indifierence ; to thirst 
after earthly wisdom, and yet to have no 
ardent aspirations after Him who is the 
fountain of wisdom ; argues such gross per- 
verseness and inconsistency, that we cannot 
much wonder if God should leave those 
who are guilty of it, to grope in their own 
beloved ignorance. But to pretend that we 
do aspire to know God, and yet to refuse 
so much as to take the trouble of asking 
Him to teach us: — ^this is indeed to add 
to all our other crimes, that bare-faced 
hypocrisy, which can scarcely impose upon 
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men, and openly insults Grod. Little as we 
know of this infinite Beings we may gather 
something from the secret instinct which himself 
has planted in our hearts. This may teach us 
that he will hardly give away the most precious 
of his gifts without some expression of desire 
on our parts. He may reasonably expect that 
we should not show ourselves quite insensible 
to our need of this divine teaching, and may 
fairly conclude, that what we do not choose to 
solicit, we do not desire to obtain. 

But I think I hear you reply. Shall I offer 
such an insult to the Omniscience of God, as 
to imagine that he needs to be informed of my 
wants ? Who requires you to entertain so absurd 
a supposition ? We do not tell yea thait prayer 
is necessary for God's information, but for your 
relief* He may know all your wants, and yet 
require that you too .should have a sense of 
them, and should express that sense to him 
before he will grant you a supply. He may 
know that prayer, as the means of softening, 
humbling, and purifying your hearts, is not the 
least pressing of your necessities. He who has 
made you capable of receiving consolation by 
pouring out your troubles into the bosom of a 
friend, may be willing that you should enjoy 
the infinitely superior relief of confiding your 
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wants and sorrows to the ear of his mercy. None 
of these suppositions are impossible or im-* 
probable, even upon your own notions of the 
Deity. Inasmuch as you believe that God is 
a distinguishing and a benevolent Being, they 
are far more probable than the contrary sup- 
position. 

You reason more justly on points which affect 
your temporal interests. You do not refuse to 
plough and sow, to plant and water, because 
God already knows that you want the fruits 
of the earth, and ought therefore to give them 
to you without putting you to so much trouble. 
You do not neglect to spend many a weary 
hour in the acquisition of useful knowledge, 
because God knows that it would be very useful 
to you, and is therefore bound to instil it into 
your mind without your pains. No : in these 
things your worldly interest or pleasure is con- 
cerned. You have a real desire for them. And 
therefore, instead of sitting down to philosophize 
on the part that God ought to take on the oc- 
casion, you immediately set yourself to do what 
ifou can, and employ, without hesitation, what- 
ever means seem best suited to your purpose. 

Prayer seems to be the only direct and 
rational means of obtaining the knowledge of 
God. For there is no other being in the universe 
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to whom we can apply with such certainty of 
not being misled. Yet truly ypu will not pray 
to God, because he needs none of your inform- 
ation. Let me tell you, that if you really 
longed to acquaint yourself with God, the sense 
of your need would wring from you the most 
earnest supplications, nor would you beat leisure 
to consider whether or no you were conveying 
to him a piece of superfluous information. The 
heart that is touched with a desire to know God, 
will be lifting itself up in prayer, while others 
are reasoning upon the propriety of so doing. 

Again, I would remind you, that although 
God is not ignorant how much we need to be 
rightly informed about him, yet the state of 
the world affords sufficient proof that he has 
not in all cases relieved this necessity. So that 
his perfect knowledge of our wants does not, 
as an inevitable consequence, and without any 
application on our parts, produce the relief of 
our wants. Besides, you have already waited 
some twenty, thirty, forty years. All this time 
God has been aware of your need of instruction. 
Yet you are still in a state of doubt and igno- 
rance. Surely you have waited long enough to 
see whether God will grant a spontaneous relief 
to your necessities. It is now high time to 
employ means for the attainment of your wish. 
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And since prayer has been shown to be the most 
likely and natural means, let me advise you at 
once to try what prayer can do for you. At all 
events, you will not then have to reproach your-> 
self with having lost the best thing in the universe 
for want of asking. 

6. But lastly, whatever be the result of your 
prayers, they certainly cannot leave you in a 
worse condition than he/ore. For supposing 
even that God should refuse to grant your 
petition, it is of all things the most unlikely 
and inconceivable that he should take a malig- 
nant pleasure in thwarting your desires, by 
giving you the very contrary of what you ask. 
Should he refuse to give you knowledge, he 
will not at least visit you with an increase of 
ignorance and delusion. The argument with 
which Jesus Christ urges this subject, if not 
divinely uttered, is, to say the least of it, the 
most wise, appropriate, and convincing, that 
ever fell from the lips of man or angel. 

**Ifa son shdll ask bread of any of you that 
is a fat her J will he give him a stone f or if he 
ask ajish^ will he for a fish give him a serpent ? 
or if he shall ask an egg^ will he offer him a 
scorpion f If ye then, being evil, know 

HOW TO give good GIFTS UNTO YOUR CHIL- 
DREN, HOW MUCH more SHALL YOUR HeA- 
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VBNLY Father give the Holy Spirit to 

THEM THAT ASK HIM ? " 

The simple majesty of this appeal must find 
its way to every bosom. It must be felt by all 
whose hearts have throbbed with a parent's love, 
or whose wants have been supplied by a parent's 
bounty. It applies to the ideas which the Deist 
entertains of God, as well as to those which are 
cherished by the follower of Jesus. According 
to your own notions, if notions you may be said 
to have, where all is so vague and indistinct, 
you reject with abhorrence the idea that the 
God who made and who preserves you, is an 
Unnatural Father^ who with wanton cruelty, 
would thwart the noblest aim, and cast down 
the most reasonable hope, of his own offspring. 
Such a character of God is not to be found in 
the wildest ravings of impiety. Could any one 
believe this of God, despair would soon prey 
upon his existence. Yet this pnnciple you 
indirectly maintain : — this solemn insult you 
offer to the character of God ; when you assert 
that habits of prayer lead to enthusiasm. Not 
only so, but you outrage the common sense and 
common feeling of mankind, which declare, as 
by an instinct implanted by the Giver of life 
himself, that a father cannot turn the petition 
of his child into derision. But you say that 
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the great, the original Father, can and does act 
thus in opposition to his own universal law. 
You say, that when his children ask bread, he 
mocks them with a stone; when they implore 
food, he offers them nought but the scorpion's 
venom. When a man, deeply impressed with 
a sense of his ignorance, asks of God the know- 
ledge of his holy will ; no sooner does he betake 
himself to this way of gaining information, than 
you cry out that he is possessed with the spirit 
of delusion and enthusiasm. The more earnestly 
and frequently he entreats God to give him 
light and truth, the more deluded you think 
him ; that is, for it will bear no other interpret 
tiouy you think that God derides the requests 
of his creatures, and forces them deeper, into the 
maze of ignorance and error, for no other cause 
but because they have stretched out their hands 
to (Him to extricate them. Ye who profess 
to make reason your guide, tell me, was it reason 
that led you to this conclusion ? Where will 
you find in the Bible any mode of arguing half 
so absurd as this is ? 

A brief recapitulation of the above observa- 
tions may not be unnecessary. We have re- 
marked, that God must be in full possession 
of the information we require : — that he must 
be able to hear us when we pray to him : — able 
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to give US what we ask : — that we have grrat 
reason to iofer that he is willing to hear and 
teach us : — more williog to teach those who ask 
hiui thau tboBe who do not ask him : — and lastly, 
that be the result of our application what it 
may, it cannot leave as in a worse state than we 
were in before. From all these things I infer, 
that to seek the knowledge of God by prayer, 
ia no absurd or irrational mode of procedure : 
nay more, that the expediency of prayer is in 
the same ratio with the probability of God's 
existence. Or, to accommodate myself to tbe 
lowest degree of belief ; the very slightest pos- 
sibility that there is a Grod, affords an equal 
possibility that he may instruct us in answer to 
our prayers, and therefore renders the act of 
prayer reasonable and expedient. The Haying 
of Jesus Christ, " Ask and it shall be given 
you : " — '' God will give his Holy Spirit to 
them that ask him : " — is not only the voice 
of the Bible, but the voice of reason, the voice 
of nature, and therefore, the voice of God. 

But we have hitherto considered this i 
only in itself. I propose secondly, to co 
it in connexion with the book in which 
written, and to propose it as a fair and suf 
test of the truth or falsehood of that book. 

It appears, from the common contesK 
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Christians and Infidels, that the world is, to 
say the least, not very well furnished with the 
knowledge of its Maker. Nothing therefore, 
which offers the smallest chance of obtaining 
light upon this momentous subject, ought to 
be passed over without inquiry. A book has 
been handed down to us professing to be a 
revelation from God to man, and offering him 
all the knowledge of which he stands in need. 
This book is by some blindly embraced, for 
the very same reason that would have induced 
them under other circumstances, to have adopted 
the Alcoran, the Shaster, or the Zendavesta. 
Others profess to receive it upon rational grounds 
of conviction, and to hold actual communication 
with the Deity who is revealed in its sacred 
message. A third party reject the book alto- 
gether, and cast it from them with every mark 
of contempt. With these last I would now 
speak. Do not reject even the Bible, till you 
have put its truth or falsehood fairly to the test. 
But you say, * How are we to try it ? All the 
evidence we meet with appears to us insufficient. 
We refuse to give credit to the writings of the 
Apostles. We never saw the miracles they 
relate, they are not therefore calculated for our 
conviction. Such things are contrary to our 
experience, shock our common sense, and we 
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write imposture upon them all. As for the 
revelation they pretend to have received from 
God ; that revelation never came to us. We 
are none the better for it. If God will have us 
to believe as they did, he mast reveal himself 
to us as he did to them. We cannot receive the 
thing at second hand. When the God of the 
Scriptures shall favour us by revealing himself 
to us ; — when he shall afford us some infallible 
test whereby we may prove that his word is 
true ; — ^then we will open our minds to convic- 
tion. But till then, we must retain our doubts 
upon the subject.' 

Such is the reasoning we repeatedly hear from 
the lips of infidels. I will not now stop to 
admire the happy self-complacency with which 
you boldly pronounce a thing to be inipossibley 
because it has never ' happened within the little 
span of your experience ; and unreasonable 
because it surpasses the narrow bounds of your 
understanding. Neither will I pause to extol 
the spirit, with which, as a creature, you think 
proper to dictate to your Creator. Waving all 
consideration of the terms in which you express 
yourself, I admit the general truth of your pro- 
position. I am persuaded, that you never will 
believe the Scriptures, till God himself opens 
your understanding to understand the Scriptures. 
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. And I tell you that these same Scriptures con- 
tain an abundant provision against the difficulties 
you have raised. They offer you ample means 
of proving by your own personal experience, 
whether they be true or false. Tliat immediate 
revelation which you profess to desire , is actually 
promised to you, upon the simple condition of 
your asking for it. *< Ask, and it shall be given 
you.*^ 

What is the gift here promised ? It is no 
other than the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, 
who shall guide you into all truth. " For every 
one that asketh receiveth ; and he that seeketh 
findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be 
opened. For if ye, being evil, know how to 
give good gifts unto your children, how much 
more shall your Heavenly Father give His 
Holt Spirit to them that ask him f " 

Take Jesus Christ at his word* The 
experiment is at once simple and decisive. 
Should it fail, you will then have some reason 
to reject the Bible. Truth, immutable truth, 
is one of the attributes which natural reason 
and Scripture concur in ascribing to Grod. We 
cannot form to ourselves the conception of a 
God who can lie. To divest God of his attri- 
bute of truth, is to strip him of his godhead ; 
to bring him down to a level with ourselves. 
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The Bible makes this a grand distiDction 
between God and man : " Grod is not a man, 
that he should lie.'* " He is ever mindful of 
his covenant " — ** but they, like men^ have trans- 
gressed the covenant." 

Here then, the question is brought within a 
very narrow compass. If the Creator of the 
universe be the same God who is revealed in 
the Scriptures, he cannot but honour his own 
word of promise. He has pledged himself : — 
he cannot but redeem his pledge. Every attribute 
of the Deity binds him to the performance of 
his promise. His name, his great and terrible 
name is dishonoured for ever in the sight of men 
and angels, if he fail to fulfil this word which 
is past, 9nd cannot be recalled : — << God will 
give his Holy Spirit to them that ask him.'* 
Such is the Scripture account. If it be false, 
you have an easy way to detect its falsehood. 
If true, it is in your power to convince yourself 
of its truth. Put to the test this bold assertion. 
Ask your Heavenly Father to give you his Holy 
Spirit. If your prayer be granted, the Bible, 
with all its rich proffers of present peace and 
eternal happiness, will become your portion and 
reward for ever. If on the contrary, your 
ardenty persevering prayers should bring down 
00 supplies of light and knowledge from above» 
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then yoil may not only V9iih great justice 
pronounce the Bible to be an impudent impos- 
ture, but you will be justified in doubting 
whether there be any God at all. 

I would press this upon you, because Ho 
external evidence^ however satisfactory, is of 
itself sufficient to produce conviction. The 
proof must be written by the finger of God 
upon your heart. It must be the result of your 
own actual and personal experience. ** No man 
can say, from the heart, that Jesus is the Lord, 
but hy the Holy Ghost J** If you believe in 
Jesus, it must be because God has revealed Jesus 
in your soul. This revelation is promised by 
God to all that ask htm. Upon slighter 
grounds you ought not to believe such momen- 
tous truths* With less than this you ought 
not to be satisfied. Permit me, before I quit 
this subject, to ui^e you by a few unanswerable 
arguments, to put the Bible to this test. The 
task might almost appear superfluous, but the 
perverseness of the human heart is beyond con- 
ception, and requires to be combatted where 
it would be least suspected of resistanee. 

First, then, I would remark to you, that there 
is something in this saying which stamps on it 
an air of conscious honesty and veracity. An 
artful person would hardly have committed 
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himself so grossly. A liar would have hesitated 
to expose himself to such immediate, detection. 
An impostor would not willingly have courted 
such close examination. Those who forge the 
current coin of the realm, are the least likely to 
furnish us with a method of distinguishing the 
counterfeit. If I wished to palm upon you a 
fictitious account of any person, that person 
himself would surely be the last to whom I 
should choose to refer you for the truth of my 
account. Still more absurd would such a 
reference be, if I knew that it was in the power 
of the said person instantly to detect and expose 
my falsehood. But the Bible gives you an 
account of Gk>d, and then refers you to God 
himself for -the confirmation of that account. 
Nor is this one of those ranting, contemptible, 
appeals to the Ddty, with which men will 
sometimes seek to cloak their falsehood, or to 
vent thdr enthusiasm. It is a calm, sober* 
deliberate assurance ; founded on the benevo- 
lence and wisdom of the Divine Being. Fore- 
seeing all the doubts and difficulties which 
would obstruct the reception of his Gospel, 
Jesus himself vouchsafes to point out a ready 
way of arriving at the truth. He founds his 
arguments on the strongest and most universal 
principles of natural religion. Would you know 
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whether he is indeed a teacher sent from God ? 
He refers you to God himself for an answer. 
He declares to you that you cannot believe him 
to be the Lord but by the Holy Ghost At 
the same time He solemnly promises thai this 
Holy Spirit shall be given to you upon your 
asking. 

Try now whether he is able to keep his pro- 
mise or no. Whoever God is, he will not refuse 
to instruct you at your request. Or should he 
refuse, he wiU not at least lend himself to delude 
and ensnare you. Jesus tells you that his 
doctrine is the bread of life. Should it, on the 
contrary, prove to be nothing better than a 
stone or a scorpion, be assured that your Hea- 
venly Father will not force it upon you when 
you ask him for bread. 

The next remark I would offer for your con- 
sideration is, that however secure you may think 
yourself in your rejection of Christianity, it is 
possible you may be mistaken. I say, it is 
possible, that you may, after all, be in the wrong. 
Not all your security can reach so far as to 
preclude this possibility, and what an eternity 
of despair does it involve ! Your judgment is 
not infallible. If you think you have no proof 
that the Scriptures are divinely inspired, you 
know assuredly- that you have no proof to the 
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contrary. A mistake here is no trifling matter. 
You had better play the fool on any other 
subject than on this ; for should things turn 
out contrary to your expectations, you will 
bitterly curse your folly. The idiot, the mad- 
man, may sport with this tremendous uncer- 
tainty. But the wise man will consider every 
possible contingency. I repeat, that it is possible 
your contempt of the Bible may be unfounded. 
Place this as far ofP as . you are able. Still you 
cannot deny that it is possible* 

Reflect now, I beseech you, on another pos- 
sibility, which hangs on the one I have just 
mentioned. It is possible that you may one 
day stand before the judgment seat of Christ. 
Should such an event take place, what excuse 
will you offer for having rejected the Gospel, 
when Jesus himself pointed out to you so simple 
and unfailing a test of its truth ? Will you 
not stand condemned even, in your own eyes ? 
Will not conscience upbraid you with the 
incredible infatuation with which you refused 
to give the word of God a fair trial ? Say, will 
not your rejection of the test I now offer you, 
if, which God forbid ! you do reject it, will 
not this be a dreadful aggravation of your 
crime ? You cannot plead ignorance, when 
knowledge was offered you at so easy a rate. 

D 
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its attainment ! It is easy to perceive the secret 
spring of a refusal, which is equally incompati- 
ble with the dictates of reason, philosophy, 
and honesty. You do not wish to have your 
prejudices removed. You have chosen error, 
and you hold it fast You would rather not 
know anything about him that made you. Self 
is your idol, and how can you desire to become 
acquainted with One whose presence in your 
soul would destroy all self-pleasing, and self- 
exaltation for ever ? 

However, we have a right to expect, that 
if you will not make trial of the truth of 
Christ's word, you will at once confess that all 
your boasted candour and philosophy were mere 
pretences, held forth to conceal the foul reality 
of your enmity against God. Till you have 
tried this test, the terms fanaticism and delusion 
may with far greater reason be used to designate 
your rejection, than our belief of Christianity. 

Again, supposing the Bible to be false, you 
lose nothing by having brought it to this touch- 
stone. The trial, if it should fail, will but leave 
you just as you were before. Nay, it will be 
so far an advantage, that you will have the 
pleasure of detecting a barefaced fraud, and will 
be effectually freed from those secret misgivings 
which you cannot now altogether exclude. 

D 2 
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and Daturaly that it is difficult to conceive 
how any one can object to it, or hope to 
propose a better. Yet it is this very method 
which infidels will neither themselves seriously 
try, nor permit others to try, if they can 
help it. Let a man address himself in good 
earnest to prayer, and they will immediately 
set him down for a person of a weak and 
shallow understanding, a mere superstitious 
driveller. Or, if he be known to possess a 
powerful and commanding intellect, then they 
will lament with a sigh of benevolent regret, 
that so great a man should be deformed 
by so great a weakness. But if the pray- 
ing person should carry his extravagance to 
duch a height as to persuade himself that 
God hears him when he prays, and gives 
him what he asks for ; — by what name will 
they designate such infatuation ? They waver 
betwen the terms hypocrite and madman ; or, 
perhaps, suspect that a combination of these 
characters was needful to conduct a man to 
such a climax of absurdity. And all this 
contempt is excited, because a reasonable 
being, actuated by a reasonable desire to 
know the Author of his being, and by a 
reasonable persuasion that none can teach 
him what he wants to know so well as that 
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from that in which they are viewed by your 
narrow and limited reason. To use the words 
of the Bible itself, it is possible that <* God's 
ways may not be as your ways, nor his thoughts 
as your thoughts." If then His Book should 
turn out to be somewhat different from the 
Bible you would have written, I really do not 
see that this is a sufficient reason for rejecting it. 
Consider the vast difference of ideas which 
inequality of intellect creates between two 
beings of the same nature ; — a child and a 
man. Set before a little child the Elements of 
Euclid, or the Principia of Newton. Will 
they not be foolishness to him ? Or present 
him with the last debates in the houses of Par- 
liament, and request his opinion upon the 
disputed point ; the justness of the arguments 
in its favour, or the force of those that were 
opposed to it. Is he capable of forming a 
correct estimate of these things ? But they are 
matters that do not immediately concern him. 
Well then, let me propose that you. acquaint 
him with the plans you may have formed for his 
education and fortune; the studies he will have 
to pursue, with their different degrees of useful^ 
ness ; the snares that will be laid for his youth, 
and the anxieties that await his manhood. When 
you have finished your statement, let the young 
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2. It is, also, reasonable to suppose, that 
if there be a God, He must he capable of 
hearing' 4x11 that his creatures say to him. 
Whether they address him with their lips, 
or only in the secret of their hearts, they 
cannot be addressing an unconscious God. 
A God, and yet unconscious ! The thing 
is impossible. He who made the ear, shall 
he not hear ? He who formed the heart, 
shall he not know what is passing there? 
If we speak to God, the probability of his* 
hearing us is the same with the probability 
of his existing at all. On the other hand, 
the argument, if you can find one, which 
shall prove God to be unconscious of anything 
that we say or think, will at once set aside 
the being of God altogether. There is no 
God : — or, God knows all that is in my heart. 
One of these two propositions must be true. 
However degraded and unworthy notions 
you may entertain of the Supreme Being, 
you cannot, in these enlightened ages, imagine 
him to be ignorant of what is going on in 
a world of his own making. Should you, 
at any time, feel disposed to address him, 
you will not surely be deterred by the 
fear that he may be on a journey, and so 
out of the reach of your voice ; or asleep. 



THE TEST OF TBU1H. 39 

between nonn and worm. Between roan and 
God — between finite and infinite — between tbe 
mind that thinks and the mind that creata 
thought; — who shall calculate the difference? 
It is immeasurably iocoinprehauible. Ima^- 
DBtion would grasp at tbe idea ; — but it is too 
mighty for her. We can but espresss it by 
another incom mensurable distance — " surely aa 
the heavens are higher than the earth, so are 
God's thoughts higher than our thoughts, and 
bis ways than our ways," Poor, pitiful, nar- 
row-minded creatures that we are ! If God 
does but gire to one of our fellow-creatures a 
mind a few degrees larger than our own, we can 
scarcely judge of, or appreciate that mind, by 
reason of our own. mean and short-sighted pre- 
judices. Yet we presume to think of measuring 
the Infinite, of compreheoding the Incomprebm- 
sible mind of God ! We bring the OmniscieDt 
down to the bar of human judgment ; and insist 
upon his expressing himself according to our 
petty and varying notions of propriety ! 
It is not then any argument against 
wud to be written by God, if it should 
many things above, and some apparent 
trary to, the reason of man. For we t 
nitely teis capable of judging of what 01 
ought not to be tbe mind of God, ' 
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of man, so that he really can do nothing 
more to improve or enlarge it ? But, as 
rational creatures, we must be capable of 
knowing our Creator ; and God, as our 
Creator, must be able to convey to our minds 
the knowledge of Himself. 

4. Again, we have every reason to believe, 
that as God is ablCf so he is willing to grant 
our petitions. You will, perhaps, tell me 
that it is presumptuous to imagine that a 
Being of such transcendant greatness should 
stoop from his high majesty to nieddle with 
the paltry concerns of men. Now, I con^ 
ceive, that since it was not inconsistent with 
the dignity of God to make us at firsts we 
are warranted to conclude thai it will by 
DO means derogate from his greatness to 
care about us when we aie made* It argues 
a kind of puerile inconsistency, rather than 
of God-like majesty, to make man, and then 
throw him aside without further thought 
of what happens to Mm. But this objec- 
tion takes its rise from the narrowness of your 
own understanding. Because you., cannot 
attend to a great . many things at a time» 
you think God cannot. Do not let com- 
parisons of this nature mislead you. Be 
assured that God's powers of attention can- 



THE TEST OF TRUTH; 41 

ascertained by making the experiment. It seems 
at least worth trying. 

But again, we have two books besides, which 
we know can have no other Author than God. 
The book of Creation ; and the book of Pro- 
vidence. Do these contain nothing difficult to 
be understood, nothing that we cannot easily 
reconcile with our ideas ? Rather say, do we 
not meet with obscurities and apparent contra- 
dictions in every page ? 

Is not the book of Nature incomprehensible ? 
How unacccountable to our ideas that the bury- 
ing of a dry, diminutive seed should be followed 
by its resurrection in the shape of a lovely 
flower, or a stately tree ! How strange that one 
day should behold the lifeless caterpillar wrap- 
ped in a winding sheet of its own making, and 
the next should present it to us winged with 
life and beauty, the gayest of the fluttering 
creation ! There is not in the whole book of 
Nature a single line that is legible to us from 
beginning to end. We can read enough to wonder 
and adore, but not enough to understand. 

And as for the book of Providence, are not 
its contents still more dark and mysterious ? 
Does it not contain ten thousand articles which 
to our weak judgment appear absolutely incon- 
sistent and contradictory ? How often are the 
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VENLT Father give the Holy Spirit to 

THEM that ask HIM ? " 

The simple majesty of this appeal must find 
its way to every bosom. It must be felt by all 
whose hearts have throbbed with a parent's love, 
or whose wants have been supplied by a parent's 
bounty. It applies to the ideas which the Deist 
entertains of God, as well as to those which are 
cherished by the follower of Jesus. According 
to your own notions, if notions you may be said 
to have, where all is so vague and indistinct, 
you reject with abhorrence the idea that the 
God who made and who preserves you, is an 
Unnatural Father^ who with wanton cruelty, 
would thwart the noblest aim, and cast dowu 
the most reasonable hope, of his own offspring. 
Such a character of God is not to be found in 
the wildest ravings of impiety. Could any one 
believe this of God, despair would soon prey 
upon his existence. Yet this principle you 
indirectly maintain : — this solemn insult you 
offer to the character of God ; when you assert 
that habits of prayer lead to enthusiasm. Not 
only so, but you outrage the common sense and 
common feeling of mankind, which declare, as 
by an instinct implanted by the Giver of life 
himself, that a father cannot turn the petition 
of his child into derision. But you say that 
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your ideas of God may 'not be just hi lemote 
from the truth as those of the iguorant savage 
who says to a stone, 'Thou art my God.' You 
will tell me that you have the superior 
advantages of an enlightened philosophy, and 
a cultivated intellect. I fear this argument will 
not stand you in much stead. For what were 
those gods, who in the opinion of the enlight- 
ened and cultivated nations of Greece and 
Romei " in High Olympus ruled the middle 
air ? " They were a set of mere men, loose and 
unprincipled men; with rather more than 
human power, aud less than human virtue. 
These enlightened and philosophical nations 
conceived " that God was altogether such an one 
as themselves." If your ideas are more rational 
than their's, it is not because you are naturally 
better informed than they were, but because 
some of your notions have been refined frcHU the 
grostnesa of their sensuality by that despised 
system of theology, the Bible. Their example 
may warn you how little reoion can avai' -" -- 
searching after the Almighty. A few 
wisest of them perceived that they were 
but confessed that all thnr philosop! 
insufficient to find out what was right, 
these, the Maker of the universe, if not . 
or Saturn, was still " the unknown God.' 
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experience. Suppose you had written a treatise 
on some particular subject, and had distinctly 
and repeatedly declared, that to a certain des- 
cription of readers, destitute of a certain degree 
of information, your book must, from the very 
nature of the thing, be incomprehensible, and 
even wear an appearance of glaring absurdity. 
Would you not think yourself unfairly dealt 
by, if your performance were to fall into con- 
tempt, because those very persons whom you 
had declared incompetent to judge, were to 
assure the world that they had read, it, and found 
it both obscure and ridiculous ? But let us 
further suppose that you had not only fore- 
warned these people of the incapacity they 
laboured under, but had also pointed out a 
method by which they might acquire sufficient 
knowledge to enter into the meaning of your 
work, and to estimate it at its real value. 
Would you not accude them of tenfold disin- 
genuousness in decrying your production with- 
out giving themselves the trouble of examining 
it by the method you had proposed ? 

This disingenuous, this unphilosophical pro- 
ceeding, is the very counterpart of your own 
conduct with regard to that book, upon which, 
^r anything you have yet proved to the con- 
7, your eternal happiness or misery may 



i 



IV PREFACE. 

condescend to use it as the means of convincing 
some of those whom he has ordained to eternal 
life ; of making them know the certainty of the 
Word of Tmth ; and of calling them out of 
darkness into his marvellous light. 
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PART I. 



LUKE xi. 9. 

ASK, AMD IT SHALL BK 6IYSN YOU. 

I AM not ignorant of the disadvantage under 
which I labour, in addressing a class of readers 
who despise the Bible, with a quotation from 
the Bible. Such a commencement carries with 
it an air both of unfairness and inconsistency. 
It looks like an attempt to assume the point in 
dispute, and to argiie from a source which we 
have not yet proved to be genuine. Let me 
hasten to dispel a suspicion so unfavourable to 
a candid reception of the observations I am 
about to offer. Rational and philosophising 
sceptics, in presenting you with the above text 
of Scripture, I do not ask you to receive it as 
the word of God ; but only to bestow upon it 
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a little of that patient and courteous attention 
which the word of one of your fellow-men might 
claim from you. You cannot, in j ustice to your 
own professions of candour and equity, refuse 
compliance with so reasonable a demand. 

Without further apology, I submit one of 
the sayings of Jesus Christ to your attentive 
consideration. I am far from any intention 
of pressing you with its divine authority, or 
insisting on a blind obedience. Upon its own 
merits let it stand or fall. 

My object in thus briefly addressing you, is 
not to convince, but to direct you to a method 
by which you may convince yourselves. With 
this design I shall take nothing for granted but 
what you will be Veadily disposed to concede; 
I will suppose that it is yet a matter of doubt 
whether the Scriptures are the genuine and 
lively oracles of God, or the sordid, lying 
invention of man. Take, if you please, a still 
further advantage. Assume that appearances 
are strongly against their divine origin : that 
the external evidences of Christianity are insuifi«> 
cient — her internal proof unsatisfactory — her 
professors few and inconsistent — her opponents 
respectable both in number and talents — the 
objections against her weighty and plausible — 
and all the arguments in her favour weak and 
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incoDclusive. I will further suppose that you 
are in earnest when you assert that truth alone 
is the object of your search, and that you are 
ready to embrace her wherever you. find her. 
I say, I will suppose that you are in earnest. 
And truly I should offer an affront to your 
understandings both as men and philosophers, 
were I to imagine you capable of viewing the 
subject in any other than a serious light. 

If then you refuse to believe the Bible, it 
must be because you can find no means of 
proving it to be true. It cannot be because 
you love to continue in darkness, in perplexity, 
in unbelief. Let me put the case that some 
in&Uible criterion were proposed to you ;^some 
method of ascertaining by your own personal 
experience, the truth or falsehood of the Bible. 
May it not be inferred that you would be eager 
to put it fairly to the test, and willing to abide 
by the result of your experiment ? 

Such a criterion I am about to propose to 
you. , It is so simple that a child may compre- 
hend, so ji^st that a philosopher piay approve, 
and so forcible, that none who have fairly tried, 
have ever been found able to withstand it. Such 
is the saying of Jesus Christ, to which I now 
invite your attention —" Ask, and it shall be 
given you." 
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Who Jesus Christ was, or what degree of 
deference is due to his word, it suits not my 
present purpose to inquire. I shall content 
myself with proving to you, that the sayiag^ 
now under consideration contains nothing in 
itself absurd or improbable. And having 
established this necessary point, I shall propose 
it to you as the touchstone of truth. I am 
fully aware of the proud self-sufficiency with 
which unconverted men expect the mightiest 
truths to be brought down to the level of 
human reason. It shall therefore be my care, 
in the few simple propositions which I shall lay 
before you, to introduce nothing which can too 
severely tax your belief or your understanding. 

You are, I hope, willing to allow, that this 
universal frame is the work of some Divine un- 
created Intelligence. You are not yet so 
thoroughly debased in heart and intellect, as 
to be able to look round on the wonders of 
creation, without perceiving in them all manifest 
tokens of creating power. But I am prepared 
to make every allowance for the strength of your 
incredulity, or the dulness of your comprehen- 
sion. If therefore, I appear to you to have 
asked too much, I will be yet more moderate 
in my demands. It is enough for my argument 
if you admit that the existence of God, if not 
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certain) is at least probable, or if not probable, 
that it is at least possible. The varioas instances 
of deep design and exquisite contrivance which 
force themselves upon your notice on every side, 
will not suffer you to deny the possible existence 
of some great Designer and Contriver. Whether, 
you look upwards at the innumerable starry 
host, or downwards upon the insect that crawls 
beneath your feet ; around you, on the beaute-* 
ous furniture of the universe ; or within, upon 
the little world of thought and feehng that is 
stirring in your own bosom ; — whichever way 
you look, whichever way you turn, you are 
met by something which compels you to ac- 
knowledge that the existence of God is no 
absurd or improbable hypothesis. Even that 
man who wrote atheist under his name, was not, 
I am persuaded, an atheist when alone. There 
is no such thing as an atheist in solitude. You 
may boast that you are one in the convivial 
circle ; but you cannot support the character 
in your closet. There God will find you out* 
There the unwelcome reality of his presence will 
confound you. And not only so-— but even in 
the height of social mirth, when surrounded by 
friends who sympathise and admire, you dare 
to make merry with the name and being of 
God : — even then, a secret horror, a sad fore- 
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boding conviction will sometimes shiver through 
your frame, and you will feel in every pore 
that GOD IS9 and that vain are your puny 
efforts to annihilate Him. I appeal to the 
stoutest heart among you, whether I speak 
truth. You cannot quite divest yourself of the 
conviction — you know you cannot. God has 
not left himself without witness, even in your 
heart. There is a point at which incredulity 
itself must make a stand ; and that point is the 
existence of Gk)d. 

I take it then for granted, that some of you 
will admit the existence of Almighty God to 
be undeniably certain : many will own that it 
is probable : and cUl will allow that it is 
possible. 

Neither will you be so hardy as to deny, 
that, if there be a God^ the highest happiness 
of his creatures must consist in knowing, and 
their highest duty in loving him. The Maker 
of every grand and lovely object must be 
infinitely grand and lovely : and if to know 
his works be good, to know Himself must 
be better than all. But if he be our Maker, 
if in him we live, and move, and have our 
bdng, then surely it noiust be our most urgent 
concern to know One with whom we have so 
much to do. If he be our Maker, do we 
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owe him no service? If our Benefactor, do 
we owe him no thanks ? If he be our Father, 
must we not love him ? If our Master, must 
we not fear him ? But how can we render 
service or thanks, love or praise, to an un- 
knoum Being ? We may indeed view him 
with a servile dread, for nature itself teaches 
us to shrink from that which we do not know. 
But we cannot serve God, till we know what 
he requires of us. We cannot thank him, 
till we know what he has done for us. We 
cannot love God, till we are acquainted with 
his thoughts and purposes towards us. Love^ 
such as deserves the name, implies knowledge 
— communion — tried excellence — unlimited con- 
fidence. Those dark, shadowy, undefined no- 
tions which the deist entertains of God, may 
cause a slight thnll of admiration, a tran- 
sient glow of thankfulness to pass across his 
bosom ; but they will produce no real, sub- 
stantial, enduring sentiment: — they will never 
make him love. To know God must then be 
our highest happiness, whether we consider 
his intrinsic excellence, or the relation in 
which we stand to him as his creatures. And 
as the Maker cannot but be infinitely greater 
than any of the things he has made ; so the 
knowledge of God cannot but be infinitely 
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its attainment ! It is easy to perceive the secret 
spring of a refusal, which is equally incompati- 
ble with the dictates of reason, philosophy, 
and honesty. You do not wish to have your 
prejudices removed. You have chosen error, 
and you hold it fast. You would rather not 
know anything about him that made you. Self 
is your idol, and how can you desire to become 
acquainted with One whose presence in your 
soul would destroy all self-pleasing, and self- 
exaltation for ever ? 

However, we have a right to expect, that 
if you will not make trial of the truth of 
Christ's word, you will at once confess that all 
your boasted candour and philosophy were mere 
pretences, held forth to conceal the foul reality 
of your enmity against God. Till you have 
tried this test, the terms fanaticism and delusion 
may with far greater reason be used to designate 
your rejection, than our belief of Christianity. 

Again, supposing the Bible to be false, you 
lose nothing by having brought it to this touch- 
stone. The trial, if it should fail, will but leave 
you just as you were before. Nay, it will be 
so far an advantage, that you will have the 
pleasure of detecting a barefaced fraud, and will 
be effectually freed from those secret misgivings 
which you cannot now altogether exclude. 
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PART II. 



LUKE xi. 9. 

ASK, AND IT SHALL BB GIYBIC TOU. 

I CANNOT behold a person irho doubts or 
disbelieves the truth of Christianity, without 
feeling drawn towards that person with a tender 
aud pitying interest, as if he were my brother or 
dear friend. My heart is linked to his by an 
irresistible sympathy. Should this appear mys- 
terious, I can easily explain the mystery. I 
have been in the same situation myself. I *< know 
the heart '^ of an unbeliever; his doubts, his 
objections, his disgusts, have all passed through 
my own mind. I enter into every particular 
of his feelings. If he is a sincere doubter, — ^I 
mean, if he really deares to find out the truth, 
I can comfneheod all the agony of suspense, the 
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from that in which they are viewed by your 
uarrow and limited reason. To use the words 
of the Bible itself, it is possible that <' God's 
ways may not be as your ways, nor his thoughts 
as your thoughts." If then His Book should 
turn out to be somewhat different from the 
Bible you would have written, I really do not 
see that this is a sufficient reason for rejecting lU 
Consider the vast difference of ideas which 
inequality of intellect creates between two 
beings of the same nature ; — a child and a 
man. Set before a little child the Elements of 
Euclid, or the Principia of Newton. Will 
they not be foolishness to him ? Or present 
him with the last debates in the houses of Par- 
liament, and request his opinion upon the 
disputed point; the justness of the arguments 
in its favour, or the force of those that were 
opposed to it. Is he capable of forming a 
correct estimate of these things? But they are 
matters that do not immediately concern him. 
Well then, let me propose that you . acquaint 
him with the plans you may have formed for his 
education and fortune ; the studies he will have 
to pursue, with their different degrees of useful^ 
ness ; the snares that will be laid for his youth, 
and the anxieties that await his manhood. When 
you have finished your statement, let the young 
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between worm and worm. Between man and 
God — ^between finite and infinite — ^between the 
mind that thinks and the mind that creates 
thought; — who shall calculate the difference? 
It is immeasurable, incomprehensible. Imagi- 
nation would grasp at the idea ; — but it is too 
mighty for her. We can but expresss it by 
another incommensurable distance — " surely as 
the heavens are higher than the earth, so are 
God's thoughts higher than our thoughts, and 
his ways than our ways." Poor, pitiful, nar- 
row-minded creatures that we are ! If God 
does but give to one of our fellow-creatures a 
mind a few degrees larger than our own, we can 
scarcely judge of, or appreciate that mind, by 
reason of our own. mean and short-sighted pre- 
judices. Yet we presume to think of measuring 
the Infinite, of comprehending the Incomprehen- 
sible mind of God ! We bring the Omniscient 
down to the bar of human judgment ; and insist 
upon his expressing himself according to our 
petty and varying notions of propriety 1 

It is not then any argument against a book 
said to be written by God, if it should contain 
many things above, and some apparently con- 
trary to, the reason of man. For we are infi- 
nitely less capable of judging of what ought or 
ought not to be the mind of God, than an 
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infant is to decide upon the thoughts and 
counsels of the most eminent statesman or 
philosopher. 

But you will perhaps reply that supposing 
you had written a book expressly for the use 
of your childy you would have taken care to 
accommodate it to his capacity ; and that it is 
reasonable in like manner to infer, that if Giod 
had written a book expressly for our use, he 
would have stooped to the narrowness of our 
understandings. I admit the justice of your 
inference. But permit me to make another 
supposition. Put the case that you had written 
a book for your child's use, and that you were 
to warn him beforehand that he would find many- 
things too difficult for his unassisted compre- 
hension; which things, if he would ask you, 
you would render perfectly intelligible to him. 
Would the child then have reason to complain 
that the meaning of the book was obscure to 
him ? Surely not. Now this is what the Bible 
assures you that God has done. He has written 
a book for the use of men, which by reason 
of their imperfect and incorrect views, they 
cannot of themselves understand. He has told 
them, that if they will ask of Him, He will 
make all plain and intelligible to them. Whe- 
ther this account be true or false, can only be 
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ascertained by making the experiment. It seems 
at least worth trying. 

But again, we have two books besides, which 
we know can have no other Author than God. 
The book of Creation ; and the book of Pro- 
vidence. Do these contain nothing difficult to 
be understood, nothing that we cannot easily 
reconcile with our ideas ? Rather say, do we 
not meet with obscurities and apparent contra- 
dictions in every page ? 

Is not the book of Nature incomprehensible ? 
How unacccountable to our ideas that the bury- 
ing of a dry, diminutive seed should be followed 
by its resurrection in the shape of a lovely 
flower, or a stately tree ! How strange that one 
day should behold the lifeless caterpillar wrap- 
ped in a winding sheet of its own making, and 
the next should present it to us winged with 
life and beauty, the gayest of the fluttering 
creation ! There is not in the whole book of 
Nature a single line that is legible to us from 
beginning to end. We can read enough to wonder 
and adore, but not enough to understand. 

And as for the book of Providence, are not 
its contents still more dark and mysterious ? 
Does it not contain ten thousand articles which 
to our weak judgment appear absolutely incon- 
sistent and contradictory ? How often are the 
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righteous visited with one affliction after another, 
while the wicked are not in trouble as other 
men ! <* They are full of subsunce, and leave 
the rest of their treasure to their babes ; " but the 
righteous are poor and oppressed. These are 
some of the seeming incongruities of the book 
of Providence. They are by no means the most 
remarkable. To us it often appears a string 
of paradoxes. 

If now a third book be offered to us, even 
the Bible, professing also to be from God ; 
shall we deny that it is genuine, merely because 
it is marked by the very same peculiarities of 
style which distinguish the other works of the 
same Author ? Surely this remarkable coinci- 
dence of style is any thing rather than an 
objection to its authenticity. 

When you object to the Bible on the ground 
of its being opposed to your reason ; we have 
yet another cause to doubt whether reason is at 
all to be relied on in the matter. For if you look 
round upon all the kingdoms of the earth, and 
observe the absurd degrading notions which men 
eutertain of the Deity, you will perceive that 
the human mind is little capable of forming 
sublime or even reasonable notions concerning 
Him. As you too profess to be guided by un- 
^sisted reaM>n9 you can scarcely be sure that 
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yoar ideas of God may ^not be just as remote 
from the truth as those of the ignorant savage 
\irho says to a stone, ' Thou art my God.' You 
will tell me that you have the superior 
advantages of an enlightened philosophy, and 
a cultivated intellect. I fear this argument will 
not stand you in much stead. For what were 
those gods, who in the opinion of the enlight- 
ened and cultivated nations of Greece and 
Rome, ** in High Olympus ruled the middle 
air ? '' They were a set of mere men, loose and 
unprincipled men; with rather more than 
human power, and less than human virtue. 
These enlightened and philosophical nations 
conceived ** that God was altogether such an one 
as themselves." If your ideas are more rational 
than their's, it is not because you are naturally 
better informed than they were, but because 
some of your notions have been refined from the 
grossness of their sensuality by that despised 
system of theology, the Bible. Their example 
may warn you how little reason can avail us in 
searching after the Almighty. A few of the 
wisest of them perceived that they were wrong, 
but confessed that all their philosophy was 
in&ufficient to find out what was right. With 
these, the Mak» of the universe, if not Jupiter 
or Saturn, was still << the unknown God." Yet 
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they had the same reason to ^ide them ; the 
same helps (unless you will acknowledge the 
Bible to be an help) that you have in the pre- 
sent day. Can you tell us why you should 
hope to succeed, where they so egregiously 
fulled ? Reason, in the case of every nation in 
the world, has proved' a blind guide ; can you 
tell us how it comes to pass that she should, in 
your individual case, prove so wonderfully clear- 
sighted ? May not the ideas of God which 
reason has taught you, be just as wide of the 
truth us her suggestions to the Heathen nations, 
whom she persuaded to turn the glory of the 
incorruptible God into an image made like 
unto corruptible man, and to birds, and four- 
footed beasts, und creeping things ? And if you 
(•annot be sure of the correctness of your 
notions, is it safe to reject the Bible merely 
because it does not coincide with those notions ? 
Once more ; if you repeat that you cannot 

^iTr^ ". ^'^^^ ^"^"^^ i'« <^«"tents appear 
that 2jf -n^-clictory to you : we reply 

t^^ things of The sp it""oV ^d T^'T "^' 
/bo/isAness unto hin. nefth ' V^^^ ^'^ 
th^m. because they are "^"^ ^^ ^^^^ 

Let mo again put'^hrearh'"'''^ discerned.'' 

ease home to your own 
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experience. Suppose you had written a treatise 
on some particular subject, and had distinctly 
and repeatedly declared, that to a certain des- 
cription of readers, destitute of a certain degree 
of information, your book must, from the very 
nature of the thing, be incomprehensible, and 
even wear an appearance of glaring absurdity. 
Would you not think yourself unfairly dealt 
by, if your performance were to fall into con- 
tempt, because those very persons whom you 
had declared incompetent to judge, were to 
assure the world that they had read, it, and found 
it both obscure and ridiculous ? But let us 
further suppose that you had not only fore- 
warned these people of the incapacity they 
laboured under, but had also pointed out a 
method by which they might acquire sufficient 
knowledge to enter into the meaning of your 
work, and to estimate it at its real value. 
Would you not accuse them of tenfold disin- 
genuousness in decrying your production with- 
out giving themselves the trouble of examining 
it by the method you had proposed ? 

This disingenuous, this unphilosophical pro- 
ceeding, is the very counterpart of your own 
conduct with regard to that book, upon which, 
for anything you have yet proved to the con- 
trary, your eternal happiness or misery may 
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depend. The Scriptures offer themselves to 
yoa as the word of Ciod. They assure you 
that sin has so blinded and depraved your reason 
that you are incapable of affixing a just mean- 
ingy or a true Talue, to their sacred contents, 
until that reason is informed and enlightened 
by the Spirit of God. They instruct you how- 
to obtain this divine illumination — '^Ask, and 
it shall be given you." 

Now let us observe your mode of proceeding. 
You set about judging the Bible, by that very 
faculty which the Bible has declared to be in- 
capable of judging correctly. This you do, 
in the face of the umted testimony of every 
age and nation, to the utter incapacity of reason 
as a guide to religion. You not only neglect, 
but absolutely despise the offer which the Bible 
makes you of divine teaching : though common 
sense, common feeling, and experience, concur 
in proclaiming its necessity. And then, with 
consummate assurance, you step forward and 

Ik Tk?^^ '^'''■^'^' ^^^ y^^ have/air/y examined 
tne uible, and proved it to be a mere cunningly- 
devised fable. Is this fair and open ? Is it just 
and reasonable? Is it wise and j udicious ? 

and the mZ^J^ "^«^ ^^J^^ o^'" »inds 

«' Uod ; from the analogies that 
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we may gather from His Creation and Provi- 
dence ; from the confusion and ignorance of the 
whole world respecting him : and from the 
account which the Bible gives of its own nature 
and purpose ; that the unassisted reason is not 
capable of deciding upon its truth or falsehood. 
The criterion is absolutely unfair and inap- 
plicable; alike condemned by common sense 
and common honesty. A deaf man is no very 
accurate judge of sounds; nor is a blind man 
adapted to decide upon the merits of a picture. 
Even so is human reason utterly incapable of 
discerning the beauty and glory of the sacred 
page, until the same Almighty Power which 
created that reason, is pleased to shine into and 
enlighten it. Now if there is the smallest 
chance that so great a blessing may be had fir 
ike askmg, what madness and perverseness will 
it argue on our parts, to decline making the 
attempt ! 

That I may preclude every possibility of mis- 
apprehension, let me add a very few words as 
to the nature of this asking or prayer, and the 
answer which may be expected to it. 

And first, as to the nature of prayer. I need 
hardly tdl you that it must be sincere. No 
promise is made to the mere asking of the lips. 
You may thms ask wisdom of God, and when he 
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things. I was busy, but not devotional ; and 
my fit of ill-judged zeal soon evaporated. 

With the exception of these transient inter- 
ruptions, I continued this course for many 
months ; but at length God in mercy arrested 
my downward progress ; and the reflections of a 
few hours produced a total revolution in my 
views and desires, though I was yet to wait a 
long time ere I arrived at the knowledge of the 
truth. I had been looking out on the starry 
heavens; and from the consideration of these 
wondrous luminaries, was naturally led to reflect 
on the immense stretch of intellect by which man 
has been enabled to make them the objects of his 
knowledge, to measure the distances, the orbits, 
the circumferences of the planets ; to trace the 
eccentric path of the comet, and foretel the 
period of its return in an instant with the rapi- 
dity, but not with the transientness of the light- 
ning's flash^the thought broke in upon me, 
* what signifies the knowledge of ail these things^ 
so long as man knows not Chd who made him ? ' 

I had never sunk so low in the scale of being, 
as to entertain a suspicion that I could exist 
without some great Intelligent Cause of my 
existence ; and yet the conviction that there was 
a God, now seemed to flash upon me for the 
first time. It was as though I had gotten a 
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only thing which cainaot be prized too highly, 
that we can hardly^ without arrogance^ expect 
that God will condescend to such faint desires, 
or fulfil such lukewarm petitions, i believe 
that the faintest wish, if sincere, will not pass 
unnoticed by Him who despiseth not the day 
of small things. But if our longings after 
such an unspeakable good be not intensely 
excited, we have every reason to question their 
sincerity. To desire God without intenseness, 
seems more inconsistent than not to desire him 
at all. We may desire a trifle faintly, for our 
wish is in proportion to its value. But to desire 
the living God ; the Original of all wisdom, 
excellency, beauty, glory, and felicity ; and 
yet not to bum and throb with uncontrolable 
longings of the soul after Him ; this is an 
anomaly which can only be met with in a guilty 
and fallen world ; and it proves at how low a 
rate the very best and wisest of mankind do 
value God. The Spirit of God must both 
excite and satisfy this longing. The more we 
ask, the more we shall desire, and the more we 
shall be satisfied. 

I conceive then that this asking implies sincere 
tiud fervent desire. It is the asking of the hearty 
and to such only is the promise made. ^* Then 
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ahall ye seek and find me, when ye shaU search 
for me with all your heart J"^ 

Suffer me now to direct your attention for a 
moment to the answer which may be expected 
to such asking as I have described. On this 
bead I have two brief cautions to o€Per to you. 

!• You have a right to expect a comvmcii^ 
answer to your prayers, but you have no reason 
to expect that it will be miraculous* I do not 
mean to say that God cannot, if he please, con- 
vince you by a miracle. This, however, ia not 
his ordinary method of dealing with his crea- 
tures. He who once brought light out of dark- 
ness with the word «' Let there be light,'* now 
sends forth the sun every morning like a bride- 
groom out of his chamber, and he gives light 
to all the world in the ordinary course of nature. 
So He, who caused the first beams of the Sun 
of Righteousness to shine miraculously upon 
mankind, now illuminates the hearts of men hj 
the ordinary process of inward, rational, con- 
viction. It is fitting that it should be so. We 
are reasonable creatures, and our understandings 
must be convinced, ere our hearts can be con- 
verted. No outward miracle can effect this; 
but only the inward miracle of opening the 
heart to attend, and the mind to understand; 



THB TEST or TRUTH. 51 

of dispelling the dark mist of ignorance, pro* 
judice, and error, that benight the toul, abovo 
all, of abolishing that enmity to God, which is 
the secret and bitter root of all unbelief. Per-> 
haps what I am now saying seems strange and 
mysterious to you. 1 will enter no further into 
the subject. Only try the experiment I have 
proposed to you, and you will understand all 
this, and a great deal more. 

I would in the second place caution you not 
to expect an immeiUate answer to your prayers. 
Here again, we may gather, from the analogy 
of Qod's dealings with us in temporal things* 
some idea of what we are to expect from him in 
spiritual things. Every process in the works 
of Nature, and in the developement of mind 
is carried on by slow and sometimes imperceptible 
degrees. We sow our seed, but we must wait 
with patience till His sun and His rain have 
brought it to perfection. Yet we do not the 
less confidently expect an abundant crop, be- 
cause we know that it will not spring up in a 
single night. Again, in acquiring the most 
trivial of the arts and sciences, how many tedious 
processes we have to pass through. Yet we are 
not so foolish as to throw them aside in despair* 
because we cannot master them in a few hours* 
And reasoning from analogy, we have no ground 
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to expect that the knowledge of God will be 
the growth of an hour, or that so mighty a 
blessing will be showered down at the very first 
request we deign to offer. Consider, I beseech 
you, how long God has been waiting upon you 
with this invitation. Wonder not if he keep 
you waiting for a time in jour turn. But this 
will be as He pleases. I only mention it lest 
any who have really begun to pray should feel 
discouraged at perceiving no immediate benefit 
from their prayers. God has no where promised 
to answer us so suddenly. But He will not 
keep us waiting without bestowing upon us so 
much light and strength as will encourage us ta 
persevere. «* O tarry then the Lord's leisure ; 
be strong, and he shall comfort thine heart; 
wait, I say, on the Lord." 

I close this part of my subject, with the 
advice of the prophet. " Halt no longer be- 
tween two opinions." If the Jehovah of the 
Scriptures be god, serve Him ; but if the God 
whom Deists have fancied to themselves be 
God, theri serve him. I have pointed out to 
you a way of deciding the question. Bring the 
Scriptures to the touchstone of truth. The 
God who answers prater, let Him be 
God. 

'* Ask and it shall be given you." Ask itn* 
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cerelf/i fervently^ perseveringiy. If you thus 
ask, and receive not — I consent that you shall 
renounce the Bible for ever If you ask and 
receive, then will the Bible become your ever- 
lasting heritage, the very joy and rejoicing 
of your heart. Then will you bless the day 
that led you to the «' touchstone of truth." 



J 



THE TEST OF TRUTH. 



PART II. 



LUKE xi. 9. 

ASK, AND IT SHAIX BI OTVJBN TOU. 

I CANNOT behold a person trho doubts or 
disbelieves the truth of Christianity^ without 
feeling drawn towards that person with a tender 
and pitying interest, as if he were my brother or 
dear friend. My heart is linked to his by an 
irresistible sympathy. Should this appear mys- 
terious, I can easily explun the mystery. I 
have been in the same situation myself. I ** know 
the heart '^ of an unbdiever; his doubts, his 
objections, his disgusts, have all passed through 
my own mind. I enter into every particular 
of his feelings. If he is a sincere doubter, — ^I 
niean» if he really desires to find out the truth, 
I can comprehend all the agony of suspense, the 
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horror of approaching eternity in the dark, 
which he now experiences, and which none but 
those who have felt can figure to themselves, 
even in idea. But my sympathy with such a 
doubter is also one of glad anticipation. I enter 
into \ns future feelings, and rejoice in the light 
and peace which are certainly prepared for him, 
though now they are hid from his eyes. I know 
that " an understanding shall one day be given 
hira, that he may know him that is true." " If 
any man wishes to do the will of God, he shall 
knoum of the doctrmey whether it be true, or 
whether Jesus Christ spake of himself." Of this 
I am assured, both because it is God's promise, 
and because He has ful611ed that promise to 
me. He has brought me out of the horrible 
abyss of doubt and unbelief, and set my foot 
upon a rock, and established my goings. And 
O that while I endeavour to speak of His good- 
ness towards me, many may see it, and fear, 
and put their trust in the Lord ! 

I thank my God that I have been permitted, 
by bitter experience, to enter into this growing 
calamity of my fellow-men. Not only have the 
doctrines of Christianity been stamped upon my 
•oul with a certainty greatly enhanced by my 
having been led to make every one of them the 
•ubject of strict and suspicious scrutiny ; but 
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an iutenseness is added to my prayers, and a 
liveliness to my hopes for this daily increasing 
class of wanderers from God, which nothing 
but a fellowship in sin and suffering could have 
produced. I can spread their miserable case 
before the Lord, with the happy conviction, that 
the same power which was displayed on my 
behalf, is ready to be stretched out on theirs. 
And when unbelief whispers, Can these men be 
brought to the knowledge of the truth ? ^my 
very soul burns within me as I appeal to my 
own experience, that nothing is too hard for the 
Lord. May the Lord my God guide my heart 
and my pen, whilst I attempt to delineate the 
process by which he called me out of darkness 
into his marvellous light ! 

My chief aim is to -demonstrate the success 
which will invariably follow a sincere and candid 
application of the « Test of Truth." If I can 
persuade others to try the same method, I shall 
have gained my point. I seek not to answer 
objections. They are innumerable as the turn- 
ings and windings of the human heart. Even 
with those who are sincere in their search after 
truth, the most trivial of these objections, though 
confuted again and again, will present itself 
with renewed difficulty. The source of doubts 
and objections must be dried up. The evil 
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moment to entertain the thought that he can 
behold with complacency a creature like myself? 
Reason teaches me that he is just; otherwise 
how could he govern the world which his con- 
summate wisdom has created ? If he be just» 
shall he not punish one who has lived in the 
neglect of the most obvious and indispensable 
obligations to him ? My ignorance of Him is 
no excuse ; for conscience witnesses that it has 
been in some measure a contented ignorance. 
I have not taken half the pains to know God 
that I have taken to know objects of trifling 
importance. My utmost efforts and desires have 
been so utterly incommensurate, I will not say, 
with the worthiness of the object, (for that is 
past my conception) but even with the faint 
and imperfect ideas which I might have formed 
of its worthiness, that to plead them in excuse 
would be the highest aggravation of my crime. 
If then justice be one of God's attributes, that 
attribute must be engaged to punish any un- 
natural and parricidal attempt to banish Him 
from his own creation ; to depose Him from 
his natural supremacy over my heart. Nor can 
I hope to escape with a slight punishment. 
Justice consists, not only in awarding retri- 
bution, but in suiting it to the nature and 
degree of the offence. Mine is an injinite 
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office it 18 to lead the blind by a way that they 
knew not ; to make darkness light before them, 
and crooked paths straight. 

From a very early age> my mind had been 
deeply impressed with a sense of the importance 
of religion. I knew something, not only of the 
form, but of the spirii of pmyer. With a very 
indistinct view of many of the doctrines of 
Christianity, I was yet enabled to walk with 
God in sincerity, and without any considerable 
declension during the greater part of my child- 
hood, and the commencement of a riper age. 

Nor can I now speak decidedly as to the time 
or manner in which a kind of careless stupidity 
about everything connected with religion, b^^ 
to steal over my soul. When this first became 
perceptible, it occasioned me great uneasi- 
ness. But I soon forgot it in the studies and 
vanities incident to my age. Ere long I had 
learned to live without God in the world, to 
shut him out of all my thoughts* Pride, and 
self-love, which had, I doubt not, long been 
secretly undermining the vitaUty of my religion, 
now became the motives, the allowed and cher*^ 
ished motives, of all my actions^ My former 
feelings were at first remembered as an indistinct 
dream, then wiped, as with a sponge, from my 
memory. It may appear strange that one who 
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had ever tasted the power of religion could so 
soon cast oiF its influence ; for all this was 
effected in the space of a few months. It is 
strange ; and it affords a proof of the strange 
depravity of the human heart, when left to its 
own workings. Yet as this book may come 
under the eye of some who have fallen in the 
same manner, I will for their sakes, endeavour 
briefly to trace the origin of my declension. 
Similar causes may have operated in producing 
theirs. 

I think that I had no sufficient view of the 
nature and universality of sin. The sin of par- 
ticular actions and thoughts would often affect 
me very deeply. But I had little idea of the 
general sinfulness of my nature, and of my own 
utter helplessness, or at least that idea had for 
some time been growing very indistinct. In 
consequence, I set my guard, as it were against 
this or that particular sin, instead of taking the 
whole body of sin to God to be subdued and 
destroyed. I am inclined to believe that other 
young persons besides myself, have derived in- 
jury from some parts of a work which has, on 
the whole, been eminently useful ; I mean» 
Doddridge's <<Rise and Progress of Religion 
in the Soul." I had read in that work, long 
before the period of my thorough declension, 
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an earnest recommendation to the young con^ 
vert to enter into a solemn covenant with God 
by a written form or dedication. I drew up an 
instrument of this kind, and fancied I had bound 
myself to God's service in such a way that I 
could now never forsake him. But when I 
found myself daily coming short of the reso- 
lutions I had made, I began to be filled with a 
kind of slavish dread of God. I could no 
longer come before him as his child. I felt as 
if I had, by breaking my own voluntary cove- 
nant, dissolved or weakened the bond which 
united me to him. Again and again I sought 
his presence, and with tears renewed my en- 
gagements; but every renewal of this formal 
dedication was made under circumstances of 
fresh discouragements, and with diminished con- 
fidence in the strength of Christ to carry me 
through the performance of it. Thus 1 gradually 
declined from the law of liberty into the spirit 
of bondage and fear. I believe that these in- 
effectual struggles paved the way for my ap- 
parently sudden and unaccountable dereliction. 
Whenever self-dependence creeps in, there is 
reason to expect that we shall be left to discover 
that self is a broken reed which can but pierce 
and betray the hand that trusts to it for support. 
But I purposely hasten over this period, the 
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mention of which was necewary to throw some 
light over the future part of my narrative. The 
state of things 1 have described could not last 
long, I became dissatisfied with the pleasures 
and pursuits in which I had promised myself so 
much gratification* and began again to wish to 
turn to religion for comfort. But alas ! I bad 
no longer a religion. I had refused to give 
glory unto the Lord my God ; now my feet 
were left to stumble upon the dark mountains ; 
I had forsaken the Rock of my Strength. I 
was now to try the firmness of my own sandy 
foundation. 

The doctrine of the divinity of Christ had 
before been occasionally a source of doubt and 
perplexity to me. It now became odious to my 
proud heart, and utterly shocking to my carnal 
reason. To satisfy myself on this point, I ex« 
amined the Bible again and again. The result 
was an entire conviction that if there were any 
truth in the Bible» Jesus Christ was the self- 
existent Jehovah. But so great was the difficulty 
I had in consenting to this doctrine* that I ioi'- 
mediately began to doubt whether there were 
any truth in the Bible* I suspected, that a 
system of religion which involved such apparent 
absurdities, could not possibly come from God* 
Determined to sift the matter to the utmost* I 
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eagerly acquainted myself with the ailments 
for and against Christianity. My understanding 
was convinced that the Scriptures were divine. 
But my heart refused to receiTe the conyiction* 
/ was unwilling to believe. The more my reason 
was compelled to assent to their truths, the more 
I secretly disliked the doctrines of the Bible. 

At length I resolved for the present to lay 
aside the subject altogether. I persuaded my- 
self that there must be many flaws in the evidepce 
for so strange a history, and, that if I had not 
as yet penetration to discover those flaws, it was 
only on account of my youth, and the immaturity 
of my reasoning powers. It may be thought 
that my former religipus sentiments would leave 
behind them a relish and inclination for the tenets 
of Christianity. On the contrary, they seem to 
form a great, an insuperable obstacle. It is 
evident, thought I, that I have hitherto been 
living under the unresisted dominion of preju- 
dice. These opinions were imbibed before I 
could possibly form any judgment upon their 
truth or falsehood. I have ever since blindly 
submitted to their guidance, endeavouring to 
feel or to fancy all that the advocates of en- 
thusiasm told me I ought to feel. I must guard 
against this bias, which my early associations 
have induced. From the very same cause, I 



64 THE TEST OF TRUTH. 

should probably in another country have stood 
forth the zealous worshipper of Brahma, or the 
furious disciple of Mohammed. Thus I rea- 
soned with myself. Alas 1 I knew not then, 
that the secret, yet determined bias of my heart 
was against Christianity. I had forgotten that 
the carnal mind is enmity against God. 

I looked then upon my former devotion as the 
dream of an idle superstition. This circum- 
stance was perpetually recurring to my memory, 
and redoubled my suspicions of the creed in 
which I had been brought up ; so that, humanly 
speaking, there was no system of religion which 
had so Httle chance of a candid examination 
from me as the Bible. I will not at least be the 
slave of prejudice. I will not wear these tram- 
mels merely because they were imposed upon 
me in my childhood. I will think and examine 
for myself. 

The following considerations restrained me 
from communicating my perplexity to a single 
being. In the first place, I thought that to 
whomsoever I might open my mind on the sub- 
ject, they would not fail to endeavour to bias 
me one way or the other. In the next, as I was 
not quite sure that the Scriptures were false, 
I feared to be the means of raising or confirm- 
ing doubts in the mind of any other person, lest 
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I should ultimately discover that I had been 
fighting against God. I therefore resolved to 
keep my own counsel ; to exhibit, for the pre- 
sent, no outward difference of conduct: only 
avoiding, as much as possible, the discussion 
of religious subjects. In the mean time I de<- 
termined to devote myself to those studies 
which tend most eminently to invigorate the 
reasoning faculties, and give to the mind a habit 
of sound thinking and correct j udgment. Thus 
I hoped some future day to renew the examina* 
tion, take a clearer view of things, and effec- 
tually guard against being made the dupe 
of a cunningly-devised fable. Vain and pre- 
sumptuous fool ! I had yet to learn that the 
wisdom of this world is foolishness with God ; 
and that man cannot, by his own unassisted 
searching, find out the Almighty to perfection. 
Yet, even in this circumstance, I would grate- 
fully recognize the wisdom and the goodness 
that have followed me all my life long ; for 
though my studies were now but an additional 
snare to me, yet they afterwards, under God's 
blessing, were of considerable use to me in my 
researches after truth : or rather in enabling me 
to detect the fallacies which had misled me. 
But, at present, I was trusting in them ; and how 
could they be otherwise than a curse to me ? 
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These abstruse pursuits had an effect on my 
mind which I had not anticipated ; but which, 
at the time, occasioned me little regret. I be- 
gan to delight in them so much for their own 
sake, that they withdrew my mind altogether 
from the grand subject of my inquiry. Instead 
of using them as a preparative for future ex- 
amination, I fled to them as a refuge from the 
busy speculations which had so long tormented 
me. I buried thought in them, as the drunkard 
buries it in his cups : not that I could, at all 
.times, shut out serious reflection. These fits 
of mental intoxication had their intervals ; and 
bitter intervals they were. But I pacified con- 
science with the plea, that I was only laying 
aside present inquiry to resume it under more 
favorable circumstances. When I should deem 
myself fit for the momentous scrutiny, was a 
point reserved for decision at some indefinite 
period. On one or two occasions, I experienced 
a return of religious feeling ; and felt inclined 
to submit, though with the temper of a slave 
rather than of a child, to the yoke of the gospel. 
But at these times, a temporary dread of con- 
sequences, or that undefinable softness of mind 
which afiliction induces, operated much more 
than any heart^felt conviction of the truth. I 
sought to appease conscience by doing many 
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things. I was busy, but not devotional ; and 
my fit of ilUjudged zeal soon evaporated. 

With the exception of these transient inter- 
ruptions, I continued this course for many 
months ; but at length God in mercy arrested 
my downward progress ; and the reflections of a 
few hours produced a total revolution in my 
views and desires, though I was yet to wait a 
long time ere I arrived at the knowledge of the 
truth. I had been looking out on the starry 
heavens ; and from the consideration of these 
wondrous luminaries, was naturally led to reflect 
on the immense stretch of intellect by which man 
has been enabled to make them the objects of his 
knowledge, to measure the distances, the orbits, 
the circumferences of the planets ; to trace the 
eccentric path of the comet, and foretel the 
period of its return in an instant with the rapi- 
dity, but not with the transientness of the light- 
ning's flash — the thought broke in upon me, 
< what signifies the knowledge of all these things, 
so long as man knows not God who made him ? ' 

I had never sunk so low in the scale of being, 
as to entertain a suspicion that I could exist 
without some great Intelligent Cause of my 
existence ; and yet the conviction that there was 
a God, now seemed to flash upon me for the 
first time. It was as Uioogh I had gotten a 

F 2 



THE TEST OF TRUTH* 85 

myself that the Author of this Book will be 
able to redeem His pledge ; or to realize the 
expectations which He has so confidently held 
out. Nevertheless, I can but make the experi- 
ment. I shall, at least, for ever rid myself 
of whatever doubts I may have entertained re- 
specting the origin of the Bible. " Ask, and 
it shall be given you ; seek, and ye shall find. " 
^* He shall give his Holy Spirit to them that 
ask Him. " << Then shall ye find me, when ye 
shall search after me with your whole heart. " 
Can words speak plainer ? Well, I will ask-— 
I will seek ! If what I ask is given to me ; 
if I find what I seek — what can I want more to 
convince me that the Bible is the Word of God ? 
If what I ask is not given ; if' I do not find 
what I seek — I may safely conclude that the 
Bible is a very awkwardly-contrived lie ; and, 
as such, I will cast it from me with contempt. 
Be this, however, as it may — I can lose nothing 
by making the trial ; possibly I may gain much. 
Whether he who made this promise be God or 
man, his reasoning is full of j udgment and good 
sense. For who is to give us the knowledge 
of God — if God himself either cannot, or will 
not give it to us ? Since " the father will not 
give his son a stone, when he asks bread "— • 
since evil men << know how to give good gifts 
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of intellects — the God of the spirits of all flesh ; 
and to have admired the exquisite formation 
of the body, without asking by Whom it was 
so fearfully and wonderfully made : to have 
forgotten the Giver in his gifts — the Creator in 
a minute portion of his works : tp have em- 
braced the shadow, and rejected the substance ; 
idolized the copy, and despised the original ; 
provided for time, and neglected eternity ! — 
Could a creature so grovelling, so alive to all 
that is petty and mean, and so wrapped in a 
dull and senseless indiflerence to all that is great 
and worthy — could this creature be styled a 
rational, a thinking being ? And was this man^ 
in whose exalted intelligence I had but now been 
glorying? Oh, far more gross than the brutes 
which perish ! For the " very ox knoweth his 
owner, and the ass his master's crib " ; but 
man hath an owner — a master — a Creator ; and 
he knows nothing about Him ! and he is content 
to know nothing about Him ! If the works 
of creation be so beautiful and glorious, how 
surpassing in beauty and glory must be the God 
of creation ! The mind which created my mind, 
and myriads of other minds — and which, still 
unexhausted, is ready to produce myriads more 
— ^is this mind worth knowing ? or is it not 
worth knowing ? or rather^ who but an idiot would 
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One thing was sufficiently clear — man was not 
able to help me to what I wanted. God alone 
was able to assist me. It remained for me to 
try whether he were willing to save a soul that 
was perishing for " lack of knowledge. '* 

Impelled by these reflections, fearful and un- 
certain, but with uncontroulable — unutterable 
longings, I directed my supplications to the 
" unknoton God, " O my Redeemer 1 the first 
breathings of my soul were not uttered in thy 
name. I rushed into the presence of my Judge 
without a Mediator ; but, doubtless, even then 
thy comeliness was thrown over the deformity 
of my soul, and the eye of my Father beheld 
me with pity for Thy dear sake ! My prayer 
ascended up to heaven fragrant with the incense 
of Thy merits — though the poor wretch who 
offered it, thought to please Grod by leaving 
Thee out of it ! Let Thy goodness and mercy 
to me encourage other poor ignorant souls, who 
are groping their way to God in the dark, not 
to desist from the search till they have found 
Him ; and, having found Him, they will find 
Thee— and, having found Thee, they will hold 
Thee fast ; or rather, Thou wilt hold them fast 
to all eternity ! 

Thus I set my fece, in good earnest, to seek 
the Lord, my God. Every other employment 
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ence. There is nothing worth knowing, there 
is nothing worth caring for, but Grod. O that 
I knew how to find out God ! 

But while I was thus looking back with 
amazement at the folly of my conduct, another 
and a more appalling reflection, came to deepen 
my perplexity. This was, the wickedness of 
my conduct. My unnatural and monstrous 
ingratitude stared me in the face. If there be 
a God, then to endeavour to know and love 
and obey Him, must be not only the happiness, 
but the indispensable duty, of his creature. 
The ties of blood, the dearest relations and 
amities of life, must be a mere cobweb thread 
compared with the ties which ought to bind 
the soul formed, to Him who formed it — the 
relationship which must be naturally supposed 
to exist between the created, and the Creating 
Spirit. Hav& I not done my utmost to sever 
those ties ? Have I loved God ? Alas ! how 
could I love an unknown being ? But have 
I tried to know Him ? What were my former 
endeavours ? Let me not mock God by call- 
ing them endeavours. They deserve not to be 
once named as the act of a soul aspiring 
after its God. My life should have been one 
continued act of obedience and thankfulness ; 
but I have scarcely thought of inquiring into 
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those longings ; no, nor the whole universe, 
unless I could find Thee in it. Oh ! why didst 
Thou put within me such high and restless 
aspirings, if I was indeed made for so low an 
end as to live and die without knowing Thee ? 
Thou gavest me the appetite of hunger — and 
lo ! ever since I was bom. Thou hast supplied 
me with food to satisfy that hunger. Dost 
Thou care for the wants of the body ? and wilt 
Thou not provide for the wants of the soul ? 
Now my soui hungers, which it would never 
have done, hadst not Thou formed it capable 
of spiritual appetites. Wilt not Thou give the 
food that must satisfy my soul f Will the God, 
whose goodness prevents every bodily want, leave 
me to perish in my spirituod necessities ? The 
power of thought — the ardent and inefiable 
breathings of my mind, are but so many aggra- 
vations of my misery. The very light of reason 
only serves to make my darkness visible, to dis- 
cover to me how low I am fallen ! These Thy 
great — Thy peculiar blessings, are just so many 
curses to me ; so long as I am shut out from 
Thy knowledge and love. I know that I am 
not worthy ; but nature whispers to me that 
Thou art merciful. I see no way of becoming 
reconciled to Thee ; but reason teaches me that 
Thou mayest be able to find out a way, though 
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I cannot. Life is not life, unless I know the 
Giver of it. All the time that I have lived 
without Thee in the world, I seem to have been 
dead : more senseless than a stock or stone — 
more brutish than the beasts which perish ! 

Such things as these I groaned out of the 
fulness of my heart ; for I was seldom able 
to speak. My deep self-abhorrence, and the 
inexpressible ardency of my desires, choked up 
the way to every outward expression of my feel- 
ings. I often lay flat upon my &ce on the 
ground for hours together — not from any super- 
stitious preference of that attitude ; but because 
the sense of my own unfitness to come into 
God's presence quite overwhelmed me. I should 
have sunk into the earth, had that been possible ' 
so great was the prostration of soul occasioned 
by the perpetual consciousness that God was 
present, and that I was unworthy. 

In this manner I gave myself wholly up to 
seeking for my Creator— for days and weeks I 
sought Him apparently in vain. My blindness 
and uncertainty seemed to increase daily. I was 
often on the point of abandoning, in despair, an 
effort so unpromising — and wished for death, 
as the only thing, which could terminate my 
afflicting suspense ; but then it occurred to me, 
that the Bible has no where promised an imme^ 
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diate answer to prayer. The experiment, there- 
fore, was not a fair one — unless it was persevered • 
in : nay, I recollected that so &r from promis- 
ing an immediate answer, it gives repeated inti- 
mations that we may perhaps have to wait a long 
time for the accomplishment of our desires. 
It warns men that they must tarry the Lord's 
leisure — that they must pray, and not faint : 
besides this, I could not deny that God had 
long waited patiently for me, and borne with my 
careless unconcern. It was reasonable that I, in 
my turn, should wait patiently upon God ; and 
not abandon the search, when perhaps a little 
further perseverance would end in the realization 
of my most sanguine wishes. I knew too, that 
I was in pursuit of an object worthy of the in- 
tenseness of my desires ; and which, when found, 
would amply recompense any labour I might 
be at in seeking it. I therefore continued my 
entreaties, that God would graciously vouchsafe 
to open my understanding to know Him, and 
my heart to love Him as a rational creature 
ought to do. 

I waited not in vain. Grod at length revealed 
Himself to my understanding in a way that 
abundantly surpassed my expectations — I say 
to my understanding ; for this was no rapturous 
trance of enthusiasm, but the sober and rational 
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conviction of every faculty of my mind. 1 hope 
none of my readers will think that I attribute 
too much power, or too much benevolence to the 
Supreme Being, when I assert that He who first 
gave me understanding, did enlighten that un- 
derstanding in a manner which I was sensible 
no efforts of my own could have done; and 
which yet was so clear — so consistent — so satis- 
factory, that every former act of my reason, in 
comparison with this, seemed like the incoherent 
ravings of delirium ! If, however, they doubt — 
let them try the experiment for themselves : nor 
let them suppose that this was a sudden flash 
of conviction — no, it was a process as collected 
and deliberate as that by which the mind first 
scrutinizes, and then embraces the propositions 
of mathematical science. My eyes were opened 
to discern the glory and excellence of the Scrip- 
tures, and their amazing superiority to every 
human composition. I perceived that they car- 
ried, within their own pages, a witness to their 
Divine Origin. Convinced by this internal evi- 
dence, 1 recognized in the Bible the revelation 
of Grod to his fallen creatures. In this Book 
alone, I saw perfect justice and perfect mercy 
— perfect holiness, and perfect clemency, recon- 
ciled in a way worthy of the Deity ; and though 
I know that this internal evidence cannot be 
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perceived but by those whose eyes God himself 
opens to behold the wondrous things out of His 
law — yet trusting that he will, in some instances, 
thus confirm the word of his servant, I will 
endeavour to comprise, in as short a space as 
possible, the points which struck me as most 
worthy of observation during this ( to me ) me- 
morable perusal of the Sacred Oracles. Again 
I remind my readers, that the correctness of my 
assertions can only be proved by bringing them 
to the touch-stone of Truth. If God did in- 
deed teach me, he must be also willing to insh'uct 
them. Let them try whether he is able to keep 
this promise : ** Call unto Me — I will answei* 
thee ; and shew thee great and mighty things 
which thou knowest not. " 

1. The character given of God in the Scrip- 
tures, appeared to me such that no finite mind 
could have conceived or pourtrayed it. Here is 
nothing of the imperfection — the inconsistency 
— the littleness of humanity. All is Majesty 
and Infinity ! No one attribute obscures or 
encroaches upon another. Here — and here only, 
we have a God glorious in holiness — inflexible 
in justice — that will not look upon iniquity : 
and yet slow to anger and of* tender mercy, 
justifying the ungodly, and teaching sinners in 
the way. Well and truly did the Apostle de- 
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scribe the scope of the Gospel in these terms : 
«* And this is the message we have from God 
unto you, that God is light ; and in Him is no 
darkness at alL " No— there is no darkness in 
the Scripture representation of God ; but when 
men attempt to form conceptions of His charac- 
ter» for want of the comprehensive vision which 
so mighty a subject requires, they cannot look 
at one of His attributes without losing sight 
of another. Thus they can form some faint idea 
of His justice, or of His mercy, separately ; 
though even that is a justice, and a mercy, 
limited and defective like their own. But their 
narrow minds cannot grasp the United Idea ! 
They form some rude conjectures of the sepa- 
rate parts ; but the mighty — consistent whole^ 
is quite beyond their largest thought. There- 
fore it is that some fancy to themselves a God 
who is all justice, and no mercy ; while far the 
greater part imagine Him to be all mercy and 
no justice : or at least fondly persuade them- 
selves that he will put His justice by, whenever 
it happens to interfere with their convenience. 
Grod is merciful, deluded man ! but His mercy 
is not like thy mercy — it is neither a weak, nor 
an unholy prindple; nor will it avail thee ought, 
if thou diest in thy sins ! 

Thus man cannot describe one of God's 
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perfections without marring another ; but the 
Scripture takes them all into the acconnt. His 
justice — His mercy — His holiness — His compas- 
sion, all meet in perfect unison ; and their 
jarring claims are sweetly reconciled in Christ 
Jesus. This was exactly what I wanted ; but 
had scarcely hoped to find. This was the God 
whom I had longed to call " my God " ! Now, 
I could say, " my God " ! Now I could call 
Him * Father, and Friend ' ! Now I had a for- 
giveness extended to me which, far from involv- 
ing the horrible compromise of God's holiness 
which I had fancied necessary before He could 
pardon me, was itself " the beauty of holi- 
ness " : — was such a manifestation of God's 
sanctity and of His hatred to sin, that in the 
very act of shewing mercy. His justice and His 
holiness were most gloriously vindicated. 

2. The character of Jesus caused me fresh 
transports of admiration every time I contem- 
plated it. How many writers have wearied 
themselves in the attempt to describe a perfect 
character ! and how miserably have they all 
failed ! Now here was an undertaking ten thou- 
sand times more arduous : so bold that the very 
conception of it could scarcely have entered 
into the limited capacity of man. It was no less 
than this — to delineate the character of One who 
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shoald be at ooce perfect man and perfect God. 
God manifest in the flesh. 

And how do they attempt to embody this 
magnificent conception ? What splendid de-* 
scription shall convey to us the boundless ideas 
or astound us into a belief of its reality ? What 
learned definitions shall mark the points of the 
character they have chosen to pourtray ? Do 
they seek to dazzle us by placing their hero in 
an exalted rank, and surrounding him with every 
circumstance of magnificence ? Do they make 
him run a long career of glory 9 adorned with 
the highest advantages of honour, valour, and 
learning ? Quite the contrary. They give us 
the very plain and simple history of a man who 
passed his life in a poor and mean condition^ 
surrounded by enemies who spared no pains to 
crush and disgrace him, who would have been 
overjoyed to discern the least defect in his 
extraordinary character. He is bom in a man- 
ger ; educated as the carpenter's son ; lives in 
poverty and contempt as an itinerant preacher ; 
and dies an infamous death between two thieves. 
The ignominy of his life and death, the low 
esteem in which he should be held by all, were 
pourtray ed beforehand with so much exactness 
in the sacred books of the Jews, (books confided 
to the care of the Jewish priests, his bitter 
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enemies) that many infidels have been converted 
to Christianity, by compaiing the prophetic 
writings with the Gospel History ; and the 
Jewish Rabbins, unable to evade their force, 
have been constrained to prohibit the reading 
of one chapter in particular (Isaiah liii.) under 
the severest denunciations. The coincidence 
between the prophetic life and character of 
Jesus, and his real life and character, struck me 
forcibly. These were not prophecies of which 
it could be pleaded, that they were written after 
the events they described ; for not only have we 
certain proof to the contrary, but we know that 
the Jews would be very glad of such a plea, 
and yet they have never ventured to make it. 
Nor can it be said that the accomplishment 
was forced and strained to suit the prophecy ; 
for the most striking points of coincidence con- 
nst of facts over which an impostor could 
exercise no control, or traits of character which 
were very unlikely to have occurred to him. 
Again, supposing the Grospel to be an invention, 
here was another difficulty of no common mag- 
nitude which its authors had to encounter. Not 
only had they to describe this perfect twofold 
character, but to make it naturally fall in and 
accord with divers accounts scattered here and 
there through a series of books written at very 

H 
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different times, and in very different styles of 
description. Surely if the Grospel be a lie, it 
is the cleverest lie that ever was invented, and 
its writers must have had longer and clearer 
heads than fall to the lot of impostors in our 
times ! 

But to return. I scrutinised again and again 
every part of this divine character, represented 
with so much plainness, and under such un~ 
favourable circumstances. But after all my 
scrutiny, I could not find, I will not say a fault, 
but not even so much as an inconsistency in the 
character of Jesus. To describe a character 
without any glaring defects, is a comparatively 
easy task ; but to describe one which should 
be consistent in all its parts, appeared to me 
utterly impossible to a being so inconsistent as 
man. Especially a character so singular as this ; 
for the distinguishing points of it are directly 
contrary to the distinguishing points of man's 
character in general. Like the Pharisees (though 
I trust in a far different spirit) I lay in wait to 
catch Jesus in his words. Often did I fancy 
that I had met with something at which I might 
reasonably be offended. But that Holy Spirit, 
who had already begun to take of the things 
of Jesus and shew them unto me, always led 
me in the end to perceive that the ofience was 
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occasioned by my own gross ignorance and 
vitiated judgment of spiritual things» As each 
difficulty was successively cleared up, my ad-> 
miration arose to extasy and my doubts were 
lost in a deep and loving confidence) till at 
length after many of these trials, I could, when 
any thing seemed strange to me, go to Jesus 
himself, and sitting down at his feet as a little 
child, expect from him a solution of the mystery. 
I no longer exclaimed, this is contrary to reason^ 
I will not believe : — ^but, this surpasses my 
comprehension^ I cannot understand ; Lord, teach 
thy foolish and ignorant creature what this 
means ! The more I studied this divine cha- 
racter, the more I grew up as it were, into its 
holiness and simplicity, the more my under- 
standing was enabled to shake off those slavish 
and sinful prejudices which had hindered me 
from appreciating its excellence. Truly his 
words were dearer to me than my necessary 
food. He became unto me wisdom and right- 
eousness, and sanctification, and redemption. 
He was my all in all. I did not want to have 
any knowledge, goodness, or strength, indepen- 
dently of him. I had rather be accepted in the 
beloved, than received (had that been possible) 
upon the score of my own merits. 1 had rather 
walk leaning on his arm, than have a stock 
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of strength given me to perform the jonmej 
alone. To learn, as a fool, of Christ, this was 
better to me than to have the knowledge of an 
angel to find out tlungs for myself. Nor is 
there any tlung in all this contrary to reasmi. 
For as the highest wisdom of a little child is to 
learn implicitly of its teacher; so I, having 
found a teacher and guide, whose intelligence 
was above mine or the angel's, not as the man is 
above the child, but ^^as he who maketh a 
house is greater than the house," it was my 
business to learn implicitly of him, and to sub- 
mit my mind to his, secure that I should thus 
attain the highest end of a created being. 

But I turn back for a moment to the reflec* 
tions which possessed me when first the beauty, 
consistency, and majesty of the character of 
Jesus began to be evident to my mind. I asked 
myself who had invented this character ? A set 
of ignorant fishermen. Or supposing we will 
not allow them to be the authors, still the lan- 
guage and style of the writings may prove to 
us that they were the composition of unlearned 
men, incapable of any efibrt of intellect beyond 
that required to tell a plain unvarnished tale. 
But grant even that they were men of learning 
and genius : still it appeared to me that to 
believe the life and character of Jesus to be the 
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invention of any merely haman intellect, re- 
quired a far greater stretch of credulity, than 
to believe that he was God manifest in the flesh. 
Those indeed who can persuade themselves that 
this world and all its curiously contrived machi- 
nery were the work of a blind chance, may 
conclude that the character of Jesus was traced 
by a mere mortal pen. But those who attribute 
any thing to a divine power, must, one should 
think, perceive in this, manifest tokens of a 
divine power. No intellect short of an infinite 
intellect could have conceived the mighty 
thought. No pen which was not inspired by 
that intellect could have embodied that thought 
in the life of an obscure individual. Were I to 
assure you that the immortal work of Newton 
was composed by a child at the breast, you 
would smile at my simplicity. But I am ready 
to weep at the violence you ofler to your reason- 
ing faculties, when you can lay your hand upon 
the life of Christ, and pronounce that to be the 
production of any human mind. Yet remem- 
bering that your reason is blinded by the de- 
ceitfulness of sin, and that I was once as blind 
as yourself, not even this excess of prejudice can 
damp my hopes respecting you. I lift up my 
heart to God, who opens the blind eyes. In 
the mean time, though now you see no beauty 
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in Jesus Ihat you should desire him, yet 1 
beseech you for the sake of truth and candour, 
to Kive his character iu the Bihle your senoua 
consideration. There is a divine power and 
excellency in it, which may find its way to your 
heart when you least expect it. And if ever 
God shines into your heart, to give you the 
knowledge of the glory of God, that glory will 
be revealed to you in the face of Jesus Chnst. 

3. The Scripture character of man struck me 
as diifering exceedingly fiom that given m any 
other book. It was evidently no portrait of his 
own painting. Every other book represents man 
more or less as he ought to be. The Bible 
alone depicts him as he really is. All the sys- 
tems of all the philosophers ; all the religions 
of all nations, arc founded upon the suppo- 
sition that the heart of man is not altogether 
corrupt, that a little mending and patchii^ 
only are wanting to hring it to perfection. One 
lauds the dignity and rectitude of human 
nature. Another talks of the sincerity of our 
endeavours, and the efficacy of our resolu- 
tions. What say the Scriptures ? " The heart 
of man is dec^tf ul above all things and despe- 
rately wicked.' » If you patch new cloth upon 
the old garment, you will only make the reat 
worse. Of our dignity they say, " the ciown 
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hath fallen from thine bead, for thou hast 
sinned/' Of our rectitude and sincerity^ — ** ye 
are estranged from the womb ; ye go astray as 
soon as ye are born, speaking lies." Of onr 
endeavours, — '^ without me, ye can do nothing." 
Of our resolutions, — ** ye are not sufficient of 
yonrselves to think any thing as of yourselves." 
They stoop not to flatter the pride and vanity 
of man by false and hollow encouragements. 
They go to the root of the evil. They tell him 
the plain truth ; that he has neither rectitude to 
choose; nor sincerity to love; nor energy to 
resolve ; nor strength to execute, that which is 
good. << They are sottish children, and have 
not known me ; they are wise to do evil, but to 
do good they have no knowledge.*' What I 
had been led to discover of my own heart, 
corresponded with the declarations of Scriptures, 
as exactly as when a man beholdeth his natural 
&ce in a glass. I will say more. This book 
discovered to me so many new enormities of 
which I was before ignorant, that I oould not 
help exclaiming at every page : surely He only 
who searcheth the heart could so accurately 
describe its dark and intricate movements ! 
Surely none but He who made man could 
know so well what was in man ! 

Now, in any case of bodily disease, it incon* 
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ceivably eobances our confidence in a physician 
if, while he desciibes to ns the symptoms of our 
case, we perceive that onr feelings exactly tally 
with every part of his description : we indulge 
k reasonable hope that he, who has so thoroughly 
acquainted himself with the symptoms of our 
complaint, will be able to suggest a remedy. 
Thus it was with my spiritual malady. I found 
every particular of my su£Perings, my necessities, 
my blindness, obduracy and depravity of heart, 
laid down in the Bible with such extraordinary 
and felicitous precision of language, that from 
that time my oion wards seemed quite inadequate 
to the description of my case. I could recollect 
none but scripture words when I wanted to de» 
fine my feelings : all other words seemed poor, 
feeble, and unmeaning. As a person who has 
long been labouring under sensations which he 
is unable to describe, if he lights upon an exact 
delineation of them, will exclaim, < Ah ! that is 
exactly what I wanted to say ; only I could not 
find words to express it in ' : so, in reading the 
scripture description of the sin and ignorance 
of man, I was continually forced to cry out, 
* yes — my experience is the very counterpart 
of this ! only it is expressed with a force and 
appropriateness which no language of mine could 
have reached. ' It will not appear wonderful. 
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that lighting upon this astonishingly accurate 
definition of my wants and distresses^ I should 
be disposed to give a very serious and attentive 
consideration to the remedy proposed for them. 

4. I was greatly struck by the Scripture ac-^ 
count of the nature or essence of sin. Other 
codes and systems content themselves with re- 
probating a few of its exterior indications : the 
Bible goes straight to the heart, and drags its 
hidden motives to the light : other systems 
make the essence of sin to consist in the violation 
of our duties to man : the Bible makes it con- 
sist in the violation of our duty to God. These 
speak of the neglect of human — or natural laws 
and rights ; the Bible allows of no law but the 
law of God — no right but the right which God 
has in us as his creatures. It tells us that all 
sin is comprised in our alienation from Him in 
whom all subordinate duties and relations centre. 
« Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thine heart." This is the first and great com- 
mandment, ** Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 
thyself," is the second; like unto the first, de- 
pendent on it, naturally and necessarily flowing 
from it. To violate the first and great command, 
this is sin. To violate the second is the in- 
evitable consequence of breaking the first ; for 
no one ever yet hated his brother, who did not 
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God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto 
himself, not imputing their trespasses unto 
them. O the depth, the wisdom, the harmony, 
of my Father's counsels, as the Spirit took 
of them for Christ's sake, and shewed them 
unto me ! O the exceeding glory and excel- 
lency of my Father's character, as I studied it 
in him who is the brightness of the Father's 
image, in whom dwelleth all the fulness of the 
Gocfhead bodily ! Then 1 perceived how the 
doctrine of the cross, while to some it is a 
stumbling-block, and to others foolishness, is 
nevertheless to those who are saved, the power 
of God and the wisdom of God. In the in- 
carnation, life, death, and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, I beheld the love of Grod manifestedf 
his law exalted, his justice satisfied, and my 
salvation complete. I knew by my own joyful 
experience, that God has given unto us eternal 
life, and that this life is in his Son. 

Poor infidel, whoever thou art, my brother 
or sister in sin and misfortune, cast not these 
pages from thee as the ravings of enthu»asm. 
Scoff at them I know thou wilt, unless the Spirit 
of God arrest thy heart as he did mine. But 
remember that they are written by one who 
once held the same sentiments with thyself. 
Consider that so wonderful a revolution in these 
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frustrate the true end of their nature ; they are 
guilty of that black and unnatural dereliction 
from duty which constitutes the essence and 
malignity of sin. 

5. The Scripture remedy for sin, and all the 
evils it has brought in its train, was so con- 
summately adapted to my necessities, that this 
circumstance would have alone sufficed to rivet 
my attention. Sensible that I was in a state 
of alienation from God, I was afraid of his just 
vengeance, and yet more afraid that in pardon- 
ing sin he should prove a weak and unj ust being 
like myself. If I rejected the idea of an angry 
God, an unholy God seemed my only alternative* 
I saw not how infinite compassion itself could 
save me, but at the ex pence of infinite justice 
and purity. Those only who have known the 
agony of feeling themselves condenmed by God 
and their own conscience, can comprehend the 
joy with which I hailed the glad tidings, that 
Grod can be just, and yet the Justifier of him 
who believeth in Jesus. My wretched and 
unnatural state with regard to Grod consisted in 
three particulars. I was ignorant of God— - 
averse from God — and afraid of Grod. Jesus 
Christ revealed the Father to me — took away 
the enmity — and opened a way of access with 
boldness and confidence. I understood how 
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Grod was in Christ, reconciling the world unto 
himself, not imputing their trespasses unto 
them. O the depth, the wisdom, the harmony, 
of my Father's counsels, as the Spirit took 
of them for Christ's sake, and shewed them 
unto me ! O the exceeding glory and excel- 
lency of my Father's character, as I studied it 
in him who ia the brightness of the Father's 
image, in whom dwelleth all the fulness of the 
GocThead bodily ! Then I perceived how the 
doctrine of the cross, while to some it is a 
stumbling-block, and to others foolishness, is 
nevertheless to those who are saved, the power 
of God and the wisdom of God. In the in- 
carnation, life, death, and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, I beheld the love of God manifested* 
his law exalted, his justice satisfied, and my 
salvation complete. I knew by my own joyful 
experience, that God has given unto us eternal 
life, and that this life is in his Son. 

Poor infidel, whoever thou art, my brother 
or sister in sin and misfortune, cast not these 
pages from thee as the ravings of enthusiasm. 
Scoff at them I know thou wilt, unless the Spirit 
of Grod arrest thy heart as he did mine. But 
ramember that they are written by one who 
once held the same sentiments with thyself. 
Consider that so wonderful a revolution in these 
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sentiments coald not have been effected, and 
persisted in, without some reasons for such a 
change. I have told thee how I came to the 
knowledge of what I believe to be the truth. 
The experiment I made use of was simple and 
easy, and in my case, conclusive. Would it 
not be more candid on thy part to try the same 
test, than to scoff at what thou hast not tried ? 
All I ask, is, that when any thing I say appears 
mystical or extravagant, thou would 'st try for 
thyself, whether a persevering use of the test 
of truth may not make it appear plain and 
reasonable. 

The grand difference which 1 found between 
the remedy offered by the Bible, and that of 
every other religion in the world, was this. 
They all hold out to us insufficient motives for 
action, and direct us to an insufficient source 
of strength. The motive of our virtue, is to 
be self-esteem, or the applause of others. Our 
strength is to be derived from our own resolu- 
tions or reasonings. The Bible, on the con- 
trary, forbids us to think highly of ourselves, 
or to receive honour one of another : it commands 
us to seek the honour which cometh of Grod 
only. The love of our reconciled God in Christ 
Jesus, sweetly rekindling our long extinguished 
affections to him, is to be the motive of all our 
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the only cordial which could reliere my (aintiug 
spirits. From that moment I ceased to stumble 
at the doctrine of the cross. I was a sinner, I 
wanted a Saviour. In Jesus Christ I found all 
my wants satisfied. I fled for refuge to this hope 
which had been thus unexpectedly set before 
me. Into his hands I have committed my 
Spirit, and I know that he is able to keep that 
which I have committed to him. Thus will 
you, when Grod shews you that you are vile and 
condemned and hateful in his sight, experience 
the sweetness of the name of Jesus. 

7> The Scriptures afibrd me a clue to many 
things which have embarrassed the most pene- 
trating understandings. One of these things 
was the reason why it happens that this book 
appears full of absurdities and contradic- 
tions to an unconverted person ; while the be- 
liever views it as a glorious whole, all whose 
parts are in perfect unison, and explain and 
illustrate each other. And this is the reason : — 
** the natural man understandeth not the things 
of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to 
him ; neither can he know them, because they 
are spiritually discerned." For the God of this 
world hath blinded the minds of them that 
believe not, lest the glorious gospel of Christ' 
should shine unto them. The doctrines of 
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and glory. As we fell by pride and independ- 
ance, we must be restored by humility and 
dependance. The Scriptures leave us not one 
single thing in ourselves whereof to glory. The 
wise man must not glory in his wisdom, nor the 
strong man in his might, nor the rich man in 
his riches. All boasting is for ever excluded. 
If we come to God, it must be as sinners 
through Christ. If we receive heaven, it must 
be as the purchase of Christ's merits, not of our 
own deservings. From first to last, the Christ- 
ian is taught to say ; not unto us, O Lord, << not 
unto us, but unto thy name give glory." 

6. During this reading, I discovered the 
reason which had so long prevented me from 
receiving the truth as it is in Jesus, and from 
finding in the Scriptures those treasures of wis- 
dom and gladness which they contain. << They 
that be whole," says this divine philosophy, 
** need not a physician, but they that are sick." 
So long as I knew not that my soul was alto- 
gether infected with the dreadful malady of sin, 
it was not possible for me to appreciate His 
love who came- to save me from my sins. But 
when the Holy Spirit taught me that I was 
Tly undone and unclean, then the knowledge 
-m who is able to save to the uttermost, 
"lose blood cleanseth fnmi all sin, became 
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the only cordial which could relieve my ^intiug 
spirits. From that moment I ceased to stumble 
at the doctrine of the cross. I was a sinner, I 
wanted a Saviour. In Jesus Christ I found all 
my wants satisfied. I fled for refuge to this hope 
which had been thus unexpectedly set before 
me. Into his hands I have committed my 
Spiritt and I know that he is able to keep that 
which I have committed to him. Thus will 
youy when Grod shews you that you are vile and 
condemned and hateful in his sight, experience 
the sweetness of the name of Jesus. 

?• The Scriptures afford me a clue to many 
things which have embarrassed the most pene- 
trating understandings. One of these things 
was the reason why it happens that this book 
appears full of absurdities and contradic- 
tions to an unconverted person ; while the be- 
liever views it as a glorious whole, all whose 
parts are in perfect unison, and explain and 
illustrate each other. And this is the reason : — 
** the natural man understandeth not the things 
of the Spirit of Grod, for they are foolishness to 
him ; neither can he know them, because they 
are spiritually discerned." For the God of this 
world hath blinded the minds of them that 
believe not, lest the glorious gospel of Christ- 
should shine unto them. The doctrines of 
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Scripture, which had before appeared to me an 
inexplicable mass of confusion and contradic- 
tions, were now written on my understanding 
with the clearness of a sunbeam. For, saith 
the same Scripture, ^* God, who commanded the 
light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in 
our hearts, to give the light of the know- 
ledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ." I 

Above all, that once abhorred doctrine of the 
divinity of Christ, was now become exceeding 
precious to me. From my inmost soul I recog- 
nized Jesus as my Lord and my Grod. Of this 
change in my views I also found an account in 
Scripture. *^ No man can say that Jesus is the 
Lord, but by the Holy Ghost." ^ Nominal 
Christians may indeed call him Lord, Lord, 
with their lips, and in the externals of a formal 
devotion, but their hearts cannot go along with 
their professions, until the Spirit of God 
convince them. 

I was sensible that a vast revolution bad been 
effected in my temper, views, and dispositions. 
For this I should have been at a loss to account^ 
had not the same Bible furnished me with a 
solution of the mystery. ^* If any man be in 

» 2Cor. iy. 6. I Cor.xii.3. 
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Bible. Therefore, they do not .believe the 
threatenings or promises, of the Bible. If they 
believed them, they would act upon them. By 
not acting upon them, they prove that they do 
not believe them. To believe really in God, is 
to be convinced that he is sometlung better than 
the world, and better than self. It implies 
therefore a hearty and entire renunciation of the 
world and self ; and a hearty and entire devotion 
of ourselves to God, as to something incompa« 
rably better. 

In the few then, of every denomination, I 
recognized the true Church of Christ. At 
first, the small number of real Christians per- 
plexed me, and I anxiously exclaimed, are there 
so few that be saved ? But I remembered that 
even this circumstance added its testimony to 
the veracity of the Scripture statement, which 
always represents the Church of Christ as a 
little flock, exposed to the hatred and derision 
of the larger portion of mankind, who should 
continue obstinate in their monstrous rebellion 
against the Most High. Besides this, when I 
reflected on the mightiness of the change which 
must take place in every sinner's heart before 
he could sincerely love God, and the necessity 
of his submitting to be viewed with contempt 
and disgust by maoy who before had loved and 
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ness than the love of God. These, I observed, 
to whatever denomination they belonged, loved 
and understood one another, but were often 
hated and misconstrued by the rest of mankind. 
If they differed as to some points of minor im- 
portance, they were however unanimous upon 
the ^rand essentials of religion. In this one 
point especially, I found them to be all per- 
fectly agreed among themselves, and perfectly 
opposed to all other men : — they with one con- 
sent ascribed to Jesus the whole glory of their 
salvation, acknowledging no merit in themselves, 
which could possibly interest God in their 
favour. 

At the same time I could not help perceiving, 
that in every persuasion, (my own not excepted) 
the majority were Christians only in name, and 
in reality believed in God no more than the 
professed freethinker believes in him. For this 
one thing is certain. If they did really believe 
in the Bible, they would be more intent upon 
escaping the threatenings and gaining the pro- 
mises of the Bible, than they are upon the 
riches, honour, pleasures, or learning, of this 
world. But the contrary is the fact. They are 
more intent upon the riches, honour, pleasures, 
or learning, of this world, than upon escaping 
the threatenings, or gaining the promises, of the 

I 2 
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design has been to give some idea of the process 
which must take place in every sinner's heart, 
before he can know, or desire to know the God 
who gave him being. And thus it must be with 
you. You must be roused to a lively sense 
of the importance of knowing God ; — must be 
convinced that you have hitherto lived in a state 
of blindness and enmity against him : — ^you 
must learn that all your fancied wisdom is mere 
folly in his sight ; and must be ready to receive 
the truth as God is pleased to reveal it. Instead 
of insolently dictating the way in which God 
shall deal with his offending creature ; you must 
lay down the arms of your rebellion, and accept 
of pardon and peace up<m His terms. When 
these dispositions are wrought in your heart, 
(and they can be wrought only by a Divine 
Power) then the Lord will reveal Himself to 
you, shew you the truth of His Everlasting 
Gospel, and bring the salvation of Jesus home 
to your heart* I ask you not to believe any-^ 
thing upon my word. That were indeed foolish, 
when you cannot take it upon God's word.. 
But I beseech you to make trial of God's 
word. Reject it not till you have put it to the 
test I have proposed to you. Examine thus 
for yourselves. Know whether the God of 
Scripture be as he is there styled, ^' the God 
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courted him, I rather marvelled at the miracle 
of divine grace by which any are saved, than 
inquired, why so few ? But I found from the 
prophetic writings that the number of Christ's 
enemies shall not always exceed that of his 
friends. The time is not far distant, when *< the 
earth shall be filled with the glory of the Lord, 
as the waters cover the seas." 

I have endeavoured briefly to recapitulate the 
chief reflections which occurred to me while I 
was reading the Bible, with the help (as I verily 
believe) of the Spirit of Jesus. From that time 
I have continued to sit at the feet of Jesus, and 
to hear his word ; taking him for my Teacher 
and Guide in things temporal as well as spiritual. 
He has found in me a disciple so slow of com- 
prehension, so prone to forget his lessons, and to 
act in opposition to his commands, that were he 
not infinitely meek and lowly in heart, he would 
long ago have cast me off in anger. But he 
still continues to bear with me, and to give me 
line upon line and precept upon precept. And I 
am certain that he will never leave me nor forsake 
me ; for though I am variable and inconstant, 
with him there is no variableness, neither shadow 
of turning. 

In narrating the means by which I was drawn 
forth out of the horrible abyss of infidelity, my 
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who heareth prayer." And we, who have tasted 
that the Lord is gracious, will not cease to pray 
for you, that " the God of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of Glory, may give unto 
you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation in the 
knowledge of him. The eyes of your under- 
standing being enlightened, that ye may know 
what is the hope of his calling, and what the 
riches of the glory of his inheritance in the 
saints. And what is the exceeding gpreatness 
of his power to us-ward who believe, according 
to the working of His Mighty Power ! " 
Amen. Eph. i. 1? — 19- 



THE END. 
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